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Foreword

Supremeisthe nation, and sacred is the motherland
And for us. Azerbaijan is both the nation and motherland

In Search of our Historic Roots

Today, more than 40 million Turkic Azerbaijani péop
are engaged in the struggle for the determinatfather
own destiny. This is a vital struggle for our natio
exploited and suppressed by pan-lranists, waging a
campaign of disinformation against Azerbaijan stale
that defies the imagination. Azerbaijani masses are
bombarded relentlessly by propaganda, falsifietsfand
fabrications of history. Whilst Azerbaijanis try torge a
political solution for their struggle, a furtherskaat hand

is to combat arbitrarily this fabricated historynérging
new insights into the history of Azerbaijan aresareed

in the Appendix

Of the political dimensions of the struggle ahead,
institutionalization is the foundation for an eftiee
struggle and for delivering the target of libertin
contrast, a position of strength is the only mebgs
which our respectability can be defined and careprate

The translation has mainly remained true to thigiral text and
retained various elaborations and emphasis on tanti€oncepts, e.g.
secularism, or pluralism, even though they mayalzen for granted in
more democratic countries.
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pan-Iranist frameworks. Liberty for Azerbaijan isly
feasible through an organization operating effithielike
clockwork, mobilizing power through popular libecat
movements. This emerging organization must leasmfr
the modern history of Azerbaijan since 1812 antuin,
avoid empty promises and develop a proactive progra
articulating its plans and explaining difficultiésced by
our liberation movements. It must enlighten thepbeo
This emerging Organization must be founded on the
principle that loss of life is wrong for the saké an
individual or an organization gaining governance this
ultimate act may only be justifiable for the sakk o
maintaining liberty, independence, sovereignty, and
upholding honor and dignity.

The emerging Organization is not concerned withisgi
power but rather, with the realization of a nationa
struggle. As a custodian of governance during #réogd

of struggle, its role will be the realization otransition
period until the election of a democratic governiman
the nation of Azerbaijan and in doing so, an elievabf
the national consciousness of our people. Conwergel
is important to be proactive as well as to courntetiae
tactics instigated by colonial relics.

The above are the founding principles conceivethbge
Azerbaijanis who regard themselves as the fighting
forces for Azerbaijan, resolved to gain liberty,
independence and sovereignty for Southern Azerbaija
through forming The Front for the United and
Independent Azerbaijan (the Front) or the United
Independent Azerbaijan Front.
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What sort of organization is the Front?

The Front is a clandestine organization fighting thoe
establishment of a democratic civil socfetlys goal is to
free Azerbaijan from the status of dependence, to
facilitate a system of civil laws and to institutee state

of Azerbaijan. One of the key aims of the Frontas
maintain contacts with establishments and progressi
Azerbaijani intellectuals both within and outside
Azerbaijan, who are concerned with these goals.

The Front is an independent organization withou an
dependence on any government or institution. Ity onl
draws its support from the people of Azerbaijane Th
Front respects all religious beliefs and their \aiiéis
within the framework of the constitution. The Front
strongly opposes the interplay of religion with ipos,
regardless of guise.

The Front adopts Azerbaijanism through a Turkic
identity as its pivotal ideal and principle.

A Note of translation: civil society is a philggucal concept and
nowadays the term state used in democratic cosrteas connotations
of classical civil societies. In the Azerbaijanintext, it is referred to
as legal state (hiquqgi dét) and all these terms are assumed
Synonymous.
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What is the manifesto of the Front?

In recent years, national liberation movements Haeen
gathering momentum in the Southern Azerbaijan pfrt
our motherland. The national consciousness of our
people is increasing. A diversity of political
organizations formed in Southern Azerbaijan is &g
the Azerbaijani “self” and national identity and/ireng
Azerbaijani aspirations and ideals. The majoritythedfse
organizations are fighting for freedom of the moldued
from Persian chauvinism and from the rule of thentsc
fundamentalism of Iran towards securing indepenelenc
for Azerbaijan. The Front is one of these active
organizations. The Front represents all classessaoidl
strata and does not affiliate with any particulass or
creed. This is a political organization fighting fgeneral
interests of the citizens of Azerbaijan regardiestheir
religious beliefs, language, race or their worlewie

The Front was founded during the first days of the
Islamic revolution, 1979. Many of the members oé th
Front participated actively in the movements ofs#o
days, expecting that they would secure their nation
rights after the collapse of the Shah’s regime.

Nonetheless, the necessity for forming an Azerhaija
centric organization was conceived as the disisteoé
the revolutionary forces became self-evident on
Azerbaijani national rights even in those so-caltieys

of revolution.
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Some of the active members of the Front took pathé
activities of the “Popular Muslims,” hoping to seeu
Azerbaijani national rights (this was a movement in
Southern Azerbaijan blending secular governancesipa
a religious background). But Persian chauvinists,
disguised by fundamentalist Islamist ideology Hityta
suppressed this movement. Soon afterwards, sortie of
members of the Front appraised the history of thst p
200 years, concluding that only cessation from salh
secure Azerbaijani ideals and proclaim our identity
culture, history and our very existence. Theseudisions
took place in Tebriz and Tehran in 1979-80, culrinta

in the formation of théJnited Independent Azerbaijan
Front (The Front). Since then, the Front has contintsed i
activities in a clandestine fashion.

The emergence of Northern Azerbaijan (Republic of
Azerbaijan) has intensified the national consci@ssnof
our people. Following this, Front members increatbed
scale of their activities to found the organizatiBmally,

the Front announced formally its existence in 19pd.
date, Front members are playing an active roleha t
mobilization of popular Azerbaijani movements.

As a democratic organization, the Front opposes
dictatorships of any individual or ideology and $o
doing, rejects totalitarianism. The Front is enegimg

and leading the debate by preparing a draft canistit

and other legislative codes. In this initiativemsar
European codes have been reviewed and adaptee to th
existing situation in Azerbaijan.
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With the primary objective of securing independeand
sovereignty for Southern Azerbaijan, the Front pess
the long-term goal of uniting an Azerbaijan fragteeh
by external powers in the past.

It should be noted that the Front is a peace-loving
organization and does not want any bloodshed in the
process of the cessation of Azerbaijan from Irahe T
Front notes the precedents set by the Czech an@lSlo
Republics and promotes this model of cessatiorutiiro
peaceful engagement and dialogue. The uptake sf thi
model respecting the wishes of the people of Azgnba

is a test case for Iranian rulers; else they aposed as
Persian chauvinists with a deplorable colonial rakyt

The Front recognized the need for compiling and
publishing a periodical organ to elucidate its gpal
thoughts and other views to Azerbaijani citizenghbo
within and outside Azerbaijan. According to a resoin
accepted in Tebriz in February 1997, the Front is
publishing ‘Jarchi’ (The messenger), as its organ.

3.1 What are Our Demands?

We aim to free ourselves from the ruling grip ofdtan
chauvinism through the creation of a civil sociaty
Southern Azerbaijan enjoying independence, freedom
and democracy; and the unification of both Azedresj
within legal frameworks.

The Front is striving to form a system conformirg t
currently accepted standards befitting mankindyisty
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for social justice, respect of national values, and
conservation of nature. The Front promotes peack an
coexistence and does not accept any bloodshedgdurin
the cessation process from Iran. However, this good
intention is not to be interpreted as willingness t
compromise any Azerbaijani national interests.

We advocate mutual respect of our neighbors and
promote co-operation, friendship and peace among
nations of the world. We support the establishnmant
mutual security in the region, resolving prejudied
animosity among peoples and creating a co-operative
spirit amongst them, whilst upholding Azerbaijani
national interests. In supporting regional disarmaatn
we hold that the savings made should be re-chadiriele
peaceful development of the nations in the region.

We strive to create a classless society and prodhaat
men and women have equal rights before the law. We
promote equal opportunities for all Azerbaijaniizghs
and improvement of living standards by various nsean
including creating programs of community self-help.

We promote the development and revival of Azerpaija
culture and regard it the right of every Azerbaijém
access this rich cultural heritage.

We pledge that the Azerbaijani society must be #ble
exercise its freedom in every sphere of life inolgd
economical activity and the choice of work and
workplace.
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We hold that the prioritization of economical adtes is
best determined through democratic means. Our i |
solve problems facing the country. Thus, the natidh
be consulted towards shaping a new social and tndus
outlook, with a focus on channeling its achieveradnt
improve living standards and social security.

We are determined to establish a free and democrati
state befitting contemporary times, the formatiord a
protection of which stipulates the participationexMery
Azerbaijani individual. The nation has to play éerand
fulfill duties towards meeting developmental chatjes

of current times. The relics of the past includesypdsr,
insecurity, apathy and phobia to politics. This tatsp.
Every individual should feel responsible to the
motherland, be concerned with its destiny and @ay
active role.

We promote a progressive outlook as opposed to a
reactive one. We seek this in substantive and tatiak
terms avoiding verbalism. Our way of life must befi
mankind. The terms for this include free thinkinge
right to election, creativity and seeking direction
Conversely, an insight into and skills in contengpgr
technology and economics are essential. Change
management is essential for everyone.

We define the ideal of contemporariness in terms of
adaptation to the conditions imposed by time ndi on
through technological and economical perspective bu
through the awareness of the self, external seguhie
evolving way of life and conserving nature. We \&ri
towards a system of law regarding every individegial
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and a society encouraging interdependence andbitijia
among its individuals. These building blocks are
principles of modernism and modernity is not feksib
without their holistic implementation. Reacting ttzese
principles is not an option anymore but they must b
embraced as a whole. Thus, the United Independent
Azerbaijan Front pledges to communicate these
principles and encourage debate among every
Azerbaijani individual, or those affiliating to tik&ont, or
those who uphold the above principles but affilide
other organizations.
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4. What is the national ideology of the Front?

The national ideology of the Turkic Azerbaijani pois
Azerbaijanism. Emerging from a philosophical and
sociological framework, this ideology stems fromr ou
national consciousness but we deplore fanatic dind u
nationalistic (chauvinism/racism) sentiments.
Azerbaijanism is the understanding of our national
conscience and identity. It is a sense of belondgmg
national values, customs, tradition, culture, th@cs of
being an Azerbaijani and an appreciation of ourkitur
roots. Put differently, Azerbaijanism acknowledghas
national values of Azerbaijan, owning national
consciousness and self-reliance, understanding the
concept of nationhood and being a representativeenvof
national identity. It is a fact that any nation amg its
nationhood and relying on own identity is taking an
important step towards increasing its strength|asmnsy
such a nation is unimaginable whilese confused about
their national identity remain victimized by other nations.

The founding principles of Azerbaijanism comprise:
4.1 Upholding Independence
4.2 Nation and Nationhood
4.3 Sovereign statesmanship
4.4 Unionism
4.5 Azerbaijanism
4.6 Pluralism
4.7 Social Justice
4.8 Freedom
4.9 Secularism
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Upholding Independence

A nation without independence is unable to protext
culture, rights and liberty. The basis of nationthde
independence. That is why, Sheikh Mehemmed
Khiyabani, (a vanguard of Azerbaijani nationalism)
asserts that:

“I swear by my honor, a nation is in vain without
independence.”

Also Memmed Emin Resulzade (another vanguard of
Azerbaijani nationalism) expresses:

“It is not feasible to develop and protect culture
and nationhood without having national
freedom and independence.”

Nation and Nationalism

It may be that the terms nation and people haffereint
connotations but they are often synonymous. For
example, the French speak of the French nationewhil
Germans speak of the German people. This has ioegtor
reasons and the tendency for this particular ushgs
not imply any sense of nationalism.

Nationalism is not chauvinism or racism; on thatcary,
it promotes equality among nations.

Azerbaijanism is nationalism subject to acknowiedg
oneself as an Azerbaijani; any individual upholding
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Azerbaijan is an Azerbaijani nationalist. It isystem of
thought under which individuals care for their hdamel,
and for its people/nationhood; share the dignitythe
homeland and feel for it. Our ancestors wiselyesthst:
“together we are powerful”. Let us also be remindgd
Zia GOk Alp stating that: “If you invade a countmth

powerful armies, penetration is in vain if the ctsymen
are nationally conscientious.”

The awakening of a conscientious nation must teaa
definition national identity. The definition is ierms of
motherland, history, and culture, such that every
individuals acknowledge it and proclaim its nationa
consciousness; express affinity to own nationaldgre

for it; struggle for its savior; contributes to fisosperity;
assert its nationhood; rely on self; and feel digdi by

the virtue of the motherland and feel proud of it.

The need for nationhood stems from the need for
interacting among the nations. It is therefore ratthat
every nation assumes the right for determining own
destiny and for constituting own national governtnen
conversely, this leads to the emergence of national
consciousness. On this basis, a new context emérges
motherland, language, culture, tradition and ptotgc
own history, collectively contributing to the
establishment of nationhood. These are some of the
characteristics of every nation and together thakemup

its spiritual outlook; such nationalism is commebnida
and we take all these as the definition of active
Azerbaijanism or patriotism.
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Nationalism constitutes a core for democracy and
internationalism. This is because, every nation
developing the skills to protect own rights andniily is
also developing skills to interact with others. dther
words, a nation devoid of care for own people ant n
upholding own rights, would fail to care for otheations

or respect their rights. In summary, nationalism is
patriotism and a respect for the self and others. N
respect for the self is tantamount for disrespedithers.
Our collective view of the above is tantamount to
Azerbaijani nationalism.

Sovereign statesmanship

Azerbaijanism is tantamount to the Azerbaijani
sovereignty through statesmanship.

Peoples lacking sovereign states will be transéarrto
bureaucratic regimes unable to protect their
independence, identity and territory; will inevikalbe
subjugated by foreigners; will be overrun by them
denying the means to meet the needs of their howigla
and a state not meeting the needs of its people wil
inevitably defy own people and turn against theme W
are reminded by Jefer Pisheveri (the outstandirigmel
leader of Azerbaijan) that: “A bureaucratic regime
breaking its ties with own people and nation will
inevitably tend towards vulgar dictatorship; wilirh the
people against the regime and in time will collapE@s

is a natural order of human societies.” Or: “A
government losing touch with own people is regarded
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the enemy of the people, which will collapse soomer
later. This is a natural order of human societies.”

Sovereign statesmanship complements independeunce a
as Memmed Emin Resulzade states: “It is not pass$dl
function as a nation without statehood. This is why
today’s generation must uphold the ultimate missam
the Azerbaijani state. If we purport the will fasrescious
living and determined for it as a nation, as a Tk an
Azerbaijani, we cannot spare even our souls before
realizing our liberty, independence and a national
sovereign state.

The state upholding its national interests anginglon
its people and their power, will be the servantoain
people and nation and sooner or later will gainirthe
respect.

Unionism

One of the undisputable principles and indispelesab
norms of Azerbaijanism is once again to work toward
the unification of this divided land of Azerbaijanand
achieving the long-term goal of unity of all Azeibai
territories. We have to create resources for thiavaé of
national identity, national consciousness, andonati
conscientiousness (self-perception and self-cormept
and preservation of our national heritage, naticoéure
and the education of our Turkic Azerbaijani langeiag
within Azerbaijan. Any denial of this unionism, the
acceptance of the fragmentation of our motherland
instigated by aliens, and shrugging off any due
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responsibility to this issue is tantamount to adetl of
the Azerbaijani nation and its history.

Another of essential principles of Azerbaijanissnunity
and a duty of care. Regardless of language, religexce,
place of birth, region of residence, Azerbaijanisn
upholding the attributes of the nation and exemgsi
mutual duty of care; supporting one another; sigae#ch
others joys and sorrows; wiping out the relics of
propaganda, discord and discrimination implanted by
colonialists of the colonial era. There is no somaey of
one Azerbaijani city over another, of one villageeo
another, or of one region over another. Peopladivn
this or that village, city or region are all citie of
Azerbaijan. Variations among them in terms of laagg)
dialect and mannerism are the beauty and ornanoénts
our motherland; and a part of Azerbaijan’s richtual
heritage. It is the duty of every citizen to presethem.
This is a symbol of the unity and the wholenessaof
nation. In nature too, diversity is the spice diune.

Turkism-Azerbaijanism

Turkism is interchangeable with Azerbaijanism dadh
are contained in Azerbaijani nationalism. As mdrant
95 per cent of the population living in Azerbaijan
speaking in Turkic Azerbaijani, there is no coriflic
between Azerbaijanism and Turkism. Similarly,
Azerbaijanism covers non-Turkic minorities living the
territories of Azerbaijan proper (historic Azerlzen).
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The relationship between Azerbaijanism and Turkism
the same as that between the Azerbaijani and Turkic
languages. Just like in any other nation, our peofien
refer to our language as, Azerbaijani, the Azedoai
language, the language of homeland or the national
language.

The above is also true in the cases of the foligwi
examples: German (the language) and Germany (the
country), French (the language) and France (thatcpy
English (the language) and England (the countrgyl a
Russian (the language) and Russia (the countrye,He
the terms are not representative of race, theioakttip
between race and language, or grouping of languages
there is no denial of any thing either. In relationthe
relationship between the Azerbaijani language and
Turkic languages, naturally Azerbaijani is a braruth
Turkic languages. The Azerbaijani nation has ndotigu
being a Turkic nation with a Turkic language but
Azerbaijan is the symbol of our sovereignty. On atiger
hand, it is counterproductive to deify the term fagjan

and use it as holy words such as those Muslimseauge,
“There is no god but Allah” as a criteria to judfene is

a Muslim. Such a criterion can lead to racism aad c
prolong the ongoing fragmentation and contrary to
Azerbaijanism.

In accordance to our concept of Turkism, the hoed
words in Azerbaijani should be phased out, be @viary
day language or every discipline of science coggtire
words from Russian, Persian, Arabic, Latin, or che
they should be replaced with original words of Tark
roots. The regeneration of native words should alake
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use of other Turkic languages. In regenerating new
words, preference should be given to the words with
native Azerbaijani roots. Root words of other Tarki
languages are preferred for the reason of re-estai)

the ties between the Turkic nations. At the same tihe
collective effort will contribute towards the degpment
and revival of our mother tongue, meeting the nesds
modern science, technology and economics.

Interactions and co-operations with other Turkations
should be promoted including exchanges in higher
educations. Rather than the fantasy of Pan-Turkilserne

is a need for active co-operations and developing a
common Turkic language.

Pluralism

Pluralism is the foundation of all democratic ste®
and the principle of democracy. This is because the
individuals in every society hold diverse views,véa
different preferences and align to political vieafstheir
choice. This is precisely why everyone treats poid
and social processes through their own views aedsid
In other words this is human nature. Diversitynkarent
both in man’s physical features as well as hisiheer
world. Having considered these attributes of mans i
necessary to accept pluralism as a natural pranetbe
society. Pluralism is well captured in one of ouwoverb
that clashing ideas is the wellspring of new ideas.

In Azerbaijan governed with a democratic civil sigi
through a multi-party system the party forming the
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government with the majority votes shall protece th
rights of opposition parties and dissident groupsl a
respect them. This is the only way to claim thaiathent
of democracy or pluralism in Azerbaijan or any othe
place for that matter. All these have been refatethe
draft constitution of the Front.

Whilst the Front supports the democratic civil stgi
and struggles for our liberty, we hold that the rgnéee
for our independent Azerbaijan is liberty, demogrand

pluralism. The Front considers pluralism and respec
different creeds as the two fundamental princifpdeghe

national unity and solidarity.

Whilst pluralism must not be mistaken with chaosl an
anarchism, the variations in opinions and pluralisomst
be exercised within the framework of the constimtand
without undermining the state.

In a pluralist society, each party is empowerecdlve
prevailing problems within the framework of thewio
views. Indeed, debating differences in views and
opinions in one platform is the key for seekingeefive
solutions for social problems; else one-party systare
doomed with dogmatism and dictatorship.

The Front holds that the solution to social proldeoh
our time is feasible only and only through the
diversification of parties and political groupingsut
subject to their co-operations and a culture ofatieb
This is also true in solving the social problemstng in
Azerbaijan. In democratic societies, it is feasitileseek
collectively solutions to problems, as always nadio
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interests and the capabilities and interests ofcthentry
take precedence over the interests of individyzdsties
and organizations. Conversely, the above is true in
protecting democratic civil societies and its eviolu and
maintenance.

Social and Communal Justice

Impoverished is the society deprived of social and
communal justice even if endowed with riches bdmeat
above the ground.

A lack of social justice in a society can disillusithe
middle and lower classes, leading to unrest and
instability.

The purpose of creating social justice is to bridige
economical, political and cultural gaps among taepbe
in the society and to establish a relative balaand
harmony among the people. This has been the gdhEof
humanists throughout the history. Even, this ideas
been the wellspring of many religions and ideolsgie
the extent that some were inspired through themémse
efforts and sacrifices.

Historical experiences suggest that any countryestito
excessive differences in economy among the peoqle a
the status or hegemony of one race over another, th
development of that society will suffer from bias,
disorder and stagnation to the detriment of peacine
society.
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To prevent disillusionment, secure peace in theespc
and maintain a proper development, the programtlaad
draft constitution of the Front promotes the
transformation of social justice in Azerbaijan toatural
process.

Presentlythere are three social groups in Southern
Azerbaijan:

* The wealthy, (capital owners)

* Middle classes

* Lower classes and poor people

It is outside the scope of this document to analyze
substrata formations of the above classes.

The goal of the Front is to create the minimum ddad

of living for the poor and take into account theeeds,
similar to the developed countries of the worldué&ty,

our goal encompasses meeting and maintaining the
needs, education and health of every person as
necessitated by the modern way of life. Conversaly,
goals encompass reaching out our youth to secwe th
means for developing their talents and open ugltdues

of higher education to them.

Naturally, to provide and maintain the expenditiarethe
above pledges, the state has to create an appsopria
taxation system. Obviously, if the people are not
prepared to finance the expenditure of their stdtey
cannot expect the state to carry out its duties.

Without overburdening the wealthy and middle classe
the revenue raised within the legal framework goehs
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for securing social justice will give rise to the
development of the society and the narrowing ofgap

in the social strata. This is because, there isangible
source of income for the development of the society
although some of the income from natural resoucees
be channeled to such initiatives. The reason isttiese
initiatives are inherently long-term and therefore
investments of this nature are inevitably of a kbegn
nature to facilitate the general progress of ecaosrof
the country.

The Front holds that social justice is not exclagi the
economics. On the contrary, social justice musdlbe
round and all-encompassing.

Freedom

The foundation of democratic civil societies is
constituted by human rights and freedom. Even if
democratic civil societies maintain these rights of
freedoms through appropriate laws, their execubmust
be guaranteed by the executive organs of the gmearh

Establishing a just society requires that its men a
women recognize the supremacy of the law and accept
this. Every act and affair must be within the legal
framework.

As in any society, in Azerbaijan too the law should
guarantee the rights of all the citizens irrespectif their
status and should be capable of securing theitsighd
maintain justice.
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In the meantime, freedom of expression is the rsecgs
condition for the protection of the democratic syst
within the legal framework and for its evolutiondan
development.

The Front holds that the character, identity anénev
national consciousness is best develops and evoivas
free environment. On the contrary, in a despotic
environment or a country gripped with dictatorshipe
citizens live in a constant fear, lack security &k self-
esteem. The complexities stemming from such
environments will overburden them lifelong.

We hold that culture and fine arts will only flosini in
open and free environments.

Pisheveri states that:
“He who opposes freedom and progress is a ruthless
enemy of our nation. We have to wage a relentless
struggle against such a person..

The key to the nobility of our homeland and our
nation is in freedom”

The Front holds that democracy and freedom are the
foundations of Azerbaijanism, our Turkic roots ahe
statesmanship of Azerbaijan. We follow the leadhsf
article of the Universal Declaration of the Unitddtions

on human rights. Also Pisheveri states that:
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“The history has entrusted on us a great duty. We
have to establish an impregnable cathedral of
freedom in Azerbaijan.”

4.9 Secular Governance

The Front believes in secularism and secular
statesmanship. Secularism is the freedom for celignd
conscience. Everyone is free in the choice of oarthf
Religious faith is a matter between the believed dre
god of the choice of the believer. Faith must né¢rfere
with the administration of the country. In a secula
system, politics is separate from religion. No iméstion

is allowed in the name of religion for the intedece of
politics with religion, the influence of religion no
political affairs, or the determination of the whig by
the religion.

In a secular system and order, the state and theigso
are free from religion. This means that adminigtrabf
the country is based on the framework of the ctutgin
and the ensuing legal codes but never on religiwdsrs

or conventions. Whilst the secular system does not
interfere with religion, at the same time thera igrocess
of institutionalization catering for religion to erent
disorder in religion and to put a halt on religious
exploitations. This Institution shall take on the
responsibility for religious education, trainingligeous
clergies, and for administering their own salaraexl
religious taxations (known as Khums and Zekat).e®th
responsibilities shall include the protection and
maintenance of places of worship and the constnaf
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news units. The Institution shall also take onlfitse be
viable economically. This Institution too has nghti to
interfere in the affairs of the state. The abowe iarthe
spirit of Article 12 of the draft Constitution ofi¢ Front
covering secularism, creation of religious instdos and
their management and religious education programs.

Just as the Front upholds secularism, superstdioth
demagogy are rejected. Exploitation of simplistididfs
of people and reactionary trends shall not be sared.
One of key duties of clergies ought to be the deygl
from religion any superstition undermining religiand
to deter harmful aspects undermining morality. Rese
on religious matters means seeking the codes ot &ola
contemporary conditions. Clergies can interact wité
organs of the state but only in the capacity oftaen
and never in a religious capacity.

The secular system being upheld by the Front allalvs
citizens to exercise the freedom of choice on iatig
god and worship. No right is granted to anybody to
interfere with one another’s religious beliefs.
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5. What are symbolisms in the Front’s Logo?

The Logo of the Front comprises three symbols:e’Fir
‘hand’ and 9 stars.

Fire

‘Fire’, is the symbol of the Azerbaijani nation. & kery
word Azerbaijan means the, land of fire. Fire digsi
ecstasy, happiness, vividness, freedom, indepeedarct
sovereignty. Owing to its warmness, blessing terzpad
attraction, fire has the quality to assemble petpjether
and this serves the symbol for unity.

Our great ancestors regarded fire as the symbdheof
might of God and thus worshipped with a sacredistat
They maintained flaming fires. Extinguished holyefi
was seen as disrespect to god and the onset ohitala
In Azerbaijani, the word ‘ojaq’ synonymously means
furnace and sanctuary, a tradition that still [sssi

By its nature, fire burns and turns everything iaghes,
restoring every creature to its source and thissatmean

of regeneration. This has a reflection on the matio
character of the Azerbaijani people. The Azerbaijan
people love friendship, hospitality, freedom, miyal
spirituality and science. They are frank, hosp#aland
charitable. At the same time, they neither compsemi
when faced with injustice nor give in to aggression
Having taken the analogy into account, the Frorg ha
selected fire as its defining symbol.
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If our three-colored flag, moon-and-star is the bghof
our independence and sovereignty, fire is our sedec
expression of consciousness towards our homeland.

Hand

The ‘hand’ in our logo is the home of the ideals of
Azerbaijanism, symbolizing our people and its nadio
organization, the Front.

The Front enriched with the radiating light of our
national conscience, makes up the Azerbaijani qtatri
who within their palms bear our ideals of indeperode
sovereignty and statesmanship, like emotions flgvaat

of hearts and minds of our people, like the satieede.

The Stars

The Front has taken wupon itself to restore the
administration districts within Azerbaijan in itsggram
and draft Constitution but adapting to modern
governance. In this governance model, Azerbaijan is
composed of 9 federal states. Each federal stdtdavie

its own parliament and autonomy in its internalisien-
making. The Azerbaijan Azerbaijan Parliament (nefer

to as ‘El Ojaghi’) will overarch these Federal
Parliaments. It will be the legislative organ ofeth
country. The Azerbaijan Parliament draws its delega
from each and all of the federal states. The stator
acts legislated here shall be scrutinized for apgirby
the council of federal states or the Federal Cdunci
(similar to a Senate House). The Federal Counailvdr
its members from the delegates of the nine fedaedés.
They make their representations within the legistat
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organ and in this way they make sure that the sigifit
their constituents are observed. The rights ofntgonal
government of federal states in every sector haenb
reflected in the constitution drafted by the Fronhis
constitution is gradually published in ‘Jarchi’.

The 9 federal states shown as stars in logo oftbet
are (in the alphabetic order) as follows:

* The state of Erak

* The state of Erdebil

* The state of Hemedan

e The state of Qezvin

* The state of Maragha

* The state of Sulduz

* The state of Tebriz

* The state of Urmu

* The state of Zenjan

Note The federal system of governance is akin to
traditional governance in Azerbaijan establishettesi
the Elkhanides in the middle Ages. However, in
modern times the Iranian and Russian Empires
terminated this system after partitioning Azerbaija
1812.
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6. Short- and Long-term action plan of the Front
6.1 Securing the independence of Southern Azerbaijan

The main objective in founding the Front is to fiae
homeland from the hegemony of Persian chauvinisth an
create a democratic civil society in Azerbaijandzhsn
social freedom. Also, included is to unite our héand,
which has been divided by non-Azerbaijani or foneigs.
These objectives make up the reasons for the egistef
the Front. Equally, the Front has no intention egrisal

to any group or to any country.

The founders, members and supporters of the Fradt h
that a nation without independence has nothingt &ha
why this has been chosen as the key slogan ofrtire.F

The Front affirms that the Azerbaijani Nation is a
civilized people. The Front owes to the nation tiggt
conduct for the sake of bearing its flag. In theneaof
the nation of Azerbaijan, we announce that as nagh
we have no intention of land grapping from any orati
we will not allow any other nation to carry on withe
occupation of any part of the land belonging to
Azerbaijan proper. We are determined to establish o
national independent government within the framd&wor
of territories of Azerbaijan proper. We wish a pefat
and friendly cessation from the colonial yoke @nlr In
this process, it is not our desire to witness dopdshed

or damage to any person. Thus, we are againseffeat
of the experience similar in Yugoslavia. On thetcany,
we do not want to cease our relations with Perssatb
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other nations, much similar to the example of tzecbs
and Slovaks, who went through a peaceful and fiyend
cessation process.

The boundaries set by the Front for Azerbaijan erop
and accepted by other active Azerbaijani political
organizations, is deemed to be recognized officibl
Iran.

We are determined to secure our rights. We rederait

we are not contended with any bloodshed in vain and
with entrenching animosity between the Persian and
Azerbaijani nations. However, this does not depamds
alone.

Persian chauvinists, Pan-Ilranists and power-monger
regimes in Tehran must understand that it is nesibte

to maintain slavery over a nation in the long-rBggone

is the era for such a mentality and time. Now & time

to end any sort of slavery mentality and securénat
freedom and independence.

Should the regime in Tehran dare to oppose rightful
demands of our nation and resort to coerce to gpiate
Azerbaijan or any part of it to maintains its caoldnule,

the nation of Azerbaijan shall call upon our every
resources to secure our national demands andoteatit
integrity. The nation of Azerbaijan, its national
organizations, and in particular, the Front, have
appropriate resources to defend our nation and our
homeland.
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Of course, under this condition, only the respaiisib
for such damages and bloodsheds shall be bornaedy t
regime in Tehran, Persian chauvinists and pandtsni
but not by the nation of Azerbaijan.

In the process of the struggle for the nationari#bion, it

is of the paramount importance to be careful of any
initiative and any statement issued. In particukie
organizations taking part in the national liberatio
struggle must understand this responsibility by
disallowing fundamentalism; preventing ultra-natibst
slogans and not taking any step without thinkinkisTs
because any such move would undermine the
determination of our citizens living within Azerla
and diminish their confidence. Evidently, our enesni
will take advantage of this situation.

Creating the Transitional Government

The Front holds that waging the struggle againkirgal
rulers is the first stage in the national libematio
movement. In spite of the immense sacrifices aadimhg
behind the desire for good life, this stage is dasy
episode in the process of the national liberation
movement. The true stage in the national liberation
movement is the second stage.

Securing independence and sovereignty and the &nd o
the war for the national struggle by the nation of
Southern Azerbaijan does not signify the end of the
struggle for national liberation and removing caébn
influences. The most sensitive and critical stagyehe
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period of creating the Azerbaijani national staiiéhvits
own legal government and its various organs. This
transition period is a period of austerity. It ighly
probable to be confronted with economical, polltizad
social crises. Naturally, there will be opportusstifor the
interests of colonial relics, and for foreign fasce
concerned with their regional interests. It is flassto
live another experience similar to that we facethwhe
problem of Qarabagh. The dilemma is that allocapiag

of the budget or energy for such preventive activosld

be at the expense of the care needed for the aneati
statehood. One should even not ignore the risk of
suffering from acts of terrors or provoked chaoghimi
the boundaries of the country. Thus, it is simmy this
reason that whilst we strive to deliver our goaiotigh
the various stages, a communication policy is @& th
paramount importance to enlighten the nation of
Azerbaijan against such risks. Naturally, the
implementation of this communication policy must be
owned by the active members of the liberation maamtm
whilst the process for the elected government kintg
shape. These vanguard organizations have to tate up
themselves such responsibilities until the eledeghl
government commences its governance. Until suclstim
and during this transition period, the vanguard
organizations have to form a provisional governnent
national unity for collective governance.

The most important duty of the provisional governie
is to found legally-binding governance whilst guagd
the country. Thus, in the first place the priostiaclude
organizing the national army to patrol the bordensq
police forces to maintain law and order, whilst the
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legislative process is going ahead. Along with ¢hes
processes, the Council of Constitution must betecea

The emergence of the legally-binding government in
Azerbaijan is an integration of the Azerbaijani
Constitution confirmed through referendum; and the
creation of the legislative organs through the Aagan
Parliament.

Intensely believing in our nation and on its creati
powers and initiatives, from the very first dayrinenust
be bondage between the governance and the natioat an
no time must this bondage be broken.

The members and supporters of the Front must simive
every sector and create model roles on aesthetics,
morality, honesty, mannerism, sensitivity and detion.
There must be avoidance from any demeaning acts. Th
Front must be purged from any such culprits fromn ou
circles and punish them regardless of their pasitio

6.2.1 Creating National Army, Border Patrols
and Preparing Appropriate Legislations

One of the most important responsibilities of the
provisional government is to create the nationahyar
border patrols, the civic police network and appiaip
security forces; and prepare appropriate legisiatitor
each of these organs. The recruitment of persofunel
these organizations should not overlook their past
behaviors, particularly give attention to the deedsl
actions of potential recruitments during the nadion
liberation struggle at the reign of colonial rulés.the
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first place, crash course must be arranged forr thei
education. We will resort to the experience ava@ah

the European countries to organize appropriateitrgi

for the personnel of these organizations. The p&rsio
responsible for the recruitment, themselves must be
scrutinized for achieving high standards in their
mannerism and sensitivities in their social consluct
They have to earn people’s confidence and respéet.
recruiters must have higher education and conversan
with one or two foreign languages. In their earlysl of
duties, they have to be verbally competent.

During the transitional government, all weapons tnings
collected from people and nobody will be allowed to
carry weapons other than those of the armed forces.
Those legally holding weapon must be actively reges
and checked. During the first five-year period afrgng
independence, all young boys and girls should dttba
military service without any exception. In the tdling
periods, the provisions of the Constitution musvgil.
For instance, Articles 13, 20, 97, and 98 of thaftdr
Constitution have been allocated to the militaryise
and the exceptions, also determining the rightthoge
working in this relation.

6.2.2 Creating the Council of Constitution

The creation of the Council of Constitution is afehe
national ideological duties of the Front. In thiayy the
Front shows its faith on the supremacy of law and o
democratic civil state based on libertarian pritespThe
primary duty of the Council of Constitution sha#é kthe
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review of the draft Constitution, bring it to its
completion, and take it to the ballot box.

The above shall take place within three monthsoas s
as the Azerbaijani people seize power, and at tiewof
putting an end to the colonial rule. For this pwgothe
Council of Constitution shall draw its members from
lawyers, experts, the leaders of the Front, ancresof
other liberation movements. The Council shall revike
draft constitution; edit them in line with law; hg it to

its completion; communicate them to the peopleugho
radio, television and the press; and refer to thblip
through the ballot box. Upon the conclusion of éhes
processes, the Constitution shall be unchangedble.
should be noted that the substance and the coraktiis
draft Constitution are not expected to be heavily
amended in the first place but as mentioned abbge t
bulk of activities should be strengthening its leagpects
and treating its shortfalls. Whilst the process of
referendum is being prepared, parliamentary elestio
shall also be organized.

The Constitution must be well communicated to the
people; they have to be very clear on their rigintsl
places as granted by the Constitution; the admatiet

of the country as determined by the Constitutioalldhe
understood; the people must be clear on the supseafa
civil society; and they have to be able to disdeztween
the colonial rule and the governance by civil stycie
These are the conditions required to live undeiivd c
society system. This is why the press and massanedi
have to communicate the Constitution and the common
people have to be very clear on the Constitution.
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6.2.3 Composition of the National Governance

In Azerbaijan, the active participation of the mersof
public is essential for the creation of civil sdgjefor its
prevalence and its protection. For this reasonjsit
necessary to form federal states and their parhésne
(Federal Parliaments), as they form pillars of tagal
systems. This federal administration system wowddab
devolution in Azerbaijan, as it was an importardtiee

of governance in our past centuries; its revivaluldo
befit our modern times and the key for all-round
development; and makes the conditions uniform fer t
progress of the all federal states. In this wag, fieople
are able to solve their regional problems; select
appropriate development programs and apply ap@igpri
scientific and economical tools. They shall makeirth
own regional decisions in relation to agricultucaltural
matters, etc; these are rights to be guaranteethby
Azerbaijani Constitution. Only in this way it becem
feasible to safeguard and maintain our traditionevery
corner of our homeland, Azerbaijan. Above all, éraal
co-operation and a healthy competition among these
states shall flourish. In short, every federalestgttall be
masters of their own affairs; raise the standartivaig

in their region making it attractive for living; drshall
work towards the common goal of all-round prograsd
development within the whole Azerbaijan. This agto
also facilitates the establishment of democracy and
libertarianism in the whole country. It is a mecisamto
prevent the emergence of dictatorship in the ckntra
government or one measure against enforcing despoti
decisions without the legal basis.
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The Front has envisaged nine federal states arge the
provisions have been reflected in its logo in thef of
nine stars.

Every federal state shall enjoy its own internalipment
(Federal Parliament) and government mandated by
elections within the framework of the draft Congiin.
These parliaments shall operate within the all-
Azerbaijani legislative system, and legislate in
accordance with proposed Articles 77, 79, and 8thef
draft Constitution.

The federal states shall not interfere with theeifgm
policies. They shall align their internal and econzal
policies with those of the central Azerbaijani
government. The heads of government in these federa
states shall be engaged with the central coundeaxdral
states, the Federal Council through their
representatives, the number of whom shall be
proportional to the population of each federal estdih

this way, they take part in the legislative systefrthe
country. The leader of the Federal Council shaéirahte
every year among the leading representatives of the
federal states.

The duties of the Federal Council have been predant

the Constitution. One of the key duties of the Fade
Council is to scrutinize the acts of parliament lsgtthe
Azerbaijan Parliament, either to ratify them by ajonity
vote or to return them back to the parliament with
suggested amendments. Thus, any approved
parliamentary acts shall only be ratified throudte t
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Federal Council. This signifies that the ratifiectsashall
prevail over the whole of Azerbaijan.

Upon securing the independence of our homeland and
upon the commencement of the Azerbaijan Parliament,
the first legal government of Azerbaijan shall sts
function. Within one vyear, the first Azerbaijani
government shall take upon itself to facilitate first
elections for each and all of the Federal Parliasmand
they shall be up and running. Subsequently, the
formation of the Federal Council shall conclude the
endeavor to institutionalize the legislative systehthe
country, taking all the necessary steps towards the
administration of the country. Until such times| e
acts approved by the Azerbaijan Parliament and tadop
as provisional laws shall be submitted to the Fader
Council for ratification.

It should be noted that each and every federat Stadll
be administered through a further internal subdwiof
provinces, regions and districts, delineating sitimwns
and villages.

Creating Legal Azerbaijani Government

Upon the approval of the Azerbaijani Constitutigntbe
people, the first general election shall be caliathin
three months.

The Azerbaijan Parliament shall commence its fomsti
In the first place, the parliamentary leader, teputy and
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the cabinet shall be elected with the parliamentaaopt
its own regulatory codes.

The first session of the Azerbaijan Parliament Ishal
convened with 30 days after the election.

They shall be guided by Articles 43, 44, 45, and &6
envisaged in the draft Constitution.

In this Premier session of the parliament, therans
exception due to the absence of the Presidentha t
provisional head of the government shall call tlagtyp
holding the majority of the seats to form the goweent.

In the absence of a clear majority, the coalition
government shall be called and presented to the
parliament. The parliament shall consider thatliteof

the cabinet members presented by the candidate diead
the government and if approved by the majority yvote
then the oath-taking ceremony shall be in frontthe
head of the provisional government, the parlianmsendt
the nation of Azerbaijan; the official governmerittioe
Azerbaijan state shall commence its function, amel t
provisional government shall hand over its mandate.
this point, the function of the provisional govermm
comes to its conclusion. The new government working
towards the affairs of the state shall collectivelgrk
with the parliament and carry out the following:

» Confirm the official currency of the government,
being Tumen (Tumen) and determine the
framework for the national bank;

» Confirm the Azerbaijani passport and introduce it
to world organizations;
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* Prepare the temporary plan for a 4-year budget
based on high-level policies of the country for the
administration of the country and seek approval
from the Azerbaijan Parliament.

* Create the Constitutional Court involving the
members of the Council of the Constitution and
experts, according to the decision of the
Azerbaijani government undertaken by the
Azerbaijan parliament;

* Form a delegation Committee to oversee the
election of the parliaments for the federal states
and the federal government under the auspice of
the government of Azerbaijan and as envisaged
by the Azerbaijani Constitution and within the
framework of Federal Parliaments.

6.3.1 Creating Federal States

Federal Parliaments and federal governments togethe
make up one of the pillars of the Azerbaijani l&gise
and administration system. Having prepared andedsu
the necessary laws by the Azerbaijan Parliamenttlaed
Constitution Council, elections shall be called the
federal states and federal governments shall beedr
under the supervision of the Azerbaijan Parliamsrd
the Azerbaijani government. As in the Azerbaijan
Parliament, a diversity of parties shall be ableate part

in the elections of the federal states; entranceRederal
Parliament shall require holding 5% of the votdse t
government shall be formed for a term of 4 yearshey
party securing the majority of the seats, else alitoan
government shall be formed; the head of the pahg (
head of party of the federal state) forming the
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government shall also be the head of the governmient
the federal state if approved by the majority votehe
Federal Parliament. Together with these electisinsijar
elections shall take place for the city, town anstratt
councils. If not successful in the first round aiting,
similar outcomes shall prevail in following stages.
Having considered the conditions of the particigaleral
state, the head of that state together with theneaishall
prepare a program and action plan for that statt an
submit it to the Federal Parliament for approvaie3e
shall also consider the program and action planthef
central government. When the ideas are taking shape
consultation with the central government is deemed
useful.

The head of the federal state shall appoint delagato
take part in the Federal Council in accordance \htn
guidance given in the Constitution, the number bbm
shall be proportional to the population of eachefadl
state.

6.3.2 Creating Federal Parliaments in Federal States

According to the draft Constitution, having consete
regional variations and economical needs, the legis
body of Azerbaijan shall include Federal Parliareent
empowered to legislate within the framework deteedi

by the Constitution to safeguard their regionahidees
including language, culture and tradition. Federal
governments shall submit legislative resolutionsthe
Federal Parliament for debate and approval through
majority voting. Naturally, these legislations nah be
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in conflict to the laws of Azerbaijan and of the
Constitution of Azerbaijan.

The federal states shall play their roles towards
resolutions of the bills submitted to the Azerbaija
Parliament by the Azerbaijan government and thesfad
Council shall be formed through their participason
These are covered by Articles 3, 4 and 7 of thdtdra
Constitution. The members of the Federal Couralls
comprise the heads of the Federal States and aeruwhb
deputies designated by each state from their dopsti
governments, the number of which shall be propoéie

to their populations.

6.3.3 Election of the President of Azerbaijan

The candidates for the Presidency of Azerbaijarl Sliea
persons with the appropriate esteem for this psbg
gain the confidence of the people; and the eleotesl
shall be by majority vote of the combined Azerbaija
Parliament and the Federal Council. The presidentiav
not directly interfere with the policies of the edty and
would represent the whole Azerbaijan as the preside
Azerbaijan. The draft Azerbaijan Constitution acddes
these issues under Article 60, 61 and 62.

6.3.4 Forming Preparatory Commission for the Unification
of Two Azerbaijans and Related Committees

The peaceful and free unification of two Azerbagjda
not a wishful thinking but a historical necessity.
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The Front holds that the nation of Azerbaijan and
Azerbaijani territories are one whole. Upon seayitime
independence of Southern Azerbaijan the sole gotd i
unify our homeland that partitioned by foreign fesc
This unification process shall avoid spontaneityd an
sentimentalism but shall solve the problems stergmin
since 1812 of the partitioning date of Azerbaijan.
Naturally, upon securing the independence of Sonthe
Azerbaijan, the boundary between Northern and SQoath
Azerbaijans shall lose its significance. This iseality

but there are other realities too. Northern Azgdoais
already an independent country; has an appropriate
governance system. The program implemented by the
Front is different than that in Northern Azerbaijarne
Front is neither in favor of a governance system
concentrated at the centre (of the control fromcinatre)

nor the right of determination by the Presidente Hnont
takes a wide view of freedom and democracy; and aim
to trap any potential for any emergence of despotis
through legal systems. The government of Southern
Azerbaijan shall be with the mandate of protectihg
Constitution and the form of the government for 30
million Azerbaijanis.

Having considered all the above, the move towards
unification and the formation of the Azerbaijan
government; there shall be an analysis and systhudsi
all the problems; there shall be an assessmenhef t
shape of the unification and the roadmap of the
transition; the Unification Commission of both
Azerbaijans shall be formed, drawing its membeiship
from the expert lawyers of both Azerbaijans andrfiihe
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Council of Constitution. The Commission shall deyel
its recommendations to both parliaments and bo¢h ar
coming up with their determinations.

It should be noted that this commission shall
determine the flag of Azerbaijan. Until that date he
flag of Northern Azerbaijan shall serve as the symbl
of our unity, which is already adopted by the Front

The Front holds that the substance of the Conistitut
drafted by the Front and endorsed by the Azerbaijan
Parliament of Southern Azerbaijan through a reféuem

is not anymore amenable to substantive amendmeints b
of course all the positive aspects of the Consbitut
adopted in Northern Azerbaijan shall be transferied
that of Southern Azerbaijan. The unification slpaivail

by the virtue of all these preparations with fullateral
consents within one go or within 5 years. This lspat

an end to despair and partitions since 1812 antl sha
restore the unity of our homeland. This unificatsiall

be marked as the true festivity of the nation of
Azerbaijan.
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7. The Long-term Program of the Front
7.1 Education

7.1.1 The Educational and Pedagogical Program

1.According to the draft Constitution by the Front,
Turkic Azerbaijani shall be the official language i
Azerbaijan. The language of public education, from
kindergarten to the higher education shall be is th
language. Relevant commissions shall be formed by
the ministry of education to prepare appropriatekso
in this language. This Commission shall also prepar
appropriate books for fellow Azerbaijanis speakimg
other languages.

2.The educational system in Azerbaijani, from
Kindergarten to Universities, shall undergo radical
changes, adapting to contemporary world conditions.

3.University research shall be promoted with a high
status. Scientists shall be invited from diversity
countries to work in our educational institutes.
Academic endeavors shall be channeled to the henefi
of economical, political and social development and
progress.

4.Much attention shall be given to teach foreign
languages in our schools with new methods. To this
end, we will even call upon resources of foreign
language teachers from their native countries. The
target shall be competency in two languages upon
graduation of each student. Thus, the authoriteas h
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to encourage all students to put much importance on
research studies. In this regard, the scientific
communities must work hard with the government to
achieve this goal.

5.For students not interested in continuing their
education in higher institutions, vocational andmas
courses should be designed. We can also bendfit fro
the experiences of European countries.

6.We have to take on board contemporary education
media. Included is the provision of computers
accessible to all students in schools. Students$ Isba
encouraged to make use of the Internet; and théy wi
be taught ways of accessing information sources
through the Internet. Facilities shall be providedise
the Internet and interact with students of foreign
countries. The Azerbaijani state shall be helpfr f
students taking part in the various web learning
initiatives.

In relation to education, Article 34 of the draftiushern

Azerbaijan Constitution states:

Article 34 — Learning, Education and Study

1.Education is a state responsibility. The Azerbaijan
state government and federal states are in chdrge o
education.

2.Compulsory education is for nine years.

3.Private centers of elementary, secondary and higher
educations selecting their own methodologies dall
institutions regulated by the state. The systerhese
institutions shall not be different than the system
generally recommended by the state.
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4.Foreign specialists and scientists can be invitethé

country to enhance the knowledge-base and the
learning of new sciences; or resources can be
facilitated for them to set higher learning ingts1

7.1.2 Educational Program
“In Azerbaijan, The prime duty of the Azerbaijanate
and government is to widen the national education i
Azerbaijan.” Pisheveri.

Whilst Turkic Azerbaijani is the official languagef
Azerbaijan, this language shall be developed ang no
native words shall be replaced.

1.
2.

o 01

The compulsory education in Azerbaijan is 9 gear
Fundamental changes shall take place in theagidac
and teaching systems; the relics of colonial el sh
be wiped out; new methods of learning shall be
applied; learning shall be linked with research.

. There shall be close co-operations between highe

education centers (universities) and industry.

. Azerbaijani research centers shall be foundesiodx

in partnership with centers of science to clear our
language from colonial relics and foreign wordsg an
at the same time prepare dictionaries for diversitf
scientific endeavors with appropriate terminology;
also co-operating with similar institutes of other
Turkic countries.

. Public libraries shall be proliferated countride:
. Audio-visual and computer facilities shall besdisn

the education system.

. Literature, music, fine arts and other creative

endeavors shall be encouraged.
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8. Appropriate resources shall be allocated toucailt
activities at schools and in radio-television.

9. In this period, the Azerbaijani Radio-televisimedia
shall care for the prevalence of our civilizatiomda
enhance general and scientific knowledge-base 1of ou
people. These media have to serve our peoplehbr ot
words, they must not be the mouthpiece for the
propagation of one political ideology.

10. The fulfillment of the role of radio and telswn
system can benefit from the European experience.

7.2 Appraisal of Economic Program of the Front

In order to appraise economical, political and ediooal
problems in Southern Azerbaijan, we are compelted t
overview these problems in Iran. That is because
colonized Southern Azerbaijan is made dependent on
Iranian policies. Conversely, before this overvieme
have to have an insight into the world economy. Neav
are witnessing a rapid process of globalization of
economics. Stock markets reflect this process al re
time. These countries are continually refining thei
progress towards order, determination, regulatisimgu
the knowledge-base of their expert economists while
tapping on the resources of their emerging methods,
research and technology. In general, developedtgesn
maintain their economy through short- and long-term
plans. The causes of inflation are investigatedain
scientific manner through micro and macro economica
analysis and their solutions are identified.
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As opposed to the above model, the so called Islami
Republic of Iran is imposing a system rooted irctiea,
fanaticism and chauvinism. They neither make s@fse
knowledge-base, the global dimension of econonmaos,
consult with knowledge owners.

Production in Iran is the industry of component
assembly. On the whole, the system of investmeifersu
from fundamental ills. As Iran is unable to trdae tlls of

its economy, its development is steadfastly falling
behind; and therefore the gap with the developed
countries in scientific disciplines is also growifagt.

Regarding Southern Azerbaijan, we are clear thatder
to alleviate the disaster inflicted on us, the i@yvard is
to plan our economy in a scientific manner, to deiee
the sustainable level of production and to credieadthy
climate between working forces and their management

It is natural that the prerequisite of carrying @uich
programs are the independence of Southern Azenbaija
from Iran. The national forces of Azerbaijan arevno
engaged in our struggle towards our independenfoey T
are preparing appropriate programs towards the
flourishing of our homeland. The Front has taken a
formidable task upon itself. The Front is now prapa
all-round plans covering the vitalization and the
development of small and large industries and our
agriculture and industries; the allocation of furatsd
capitals to the realization of such plans; the aragpon

of programs with the helps from an envisaged bankin
system; and the problem-solving by experts.
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The fundamental responsibilities of the Front ideluhe
strengthening of the national economy, moderninatib
production to world standards, the organizationthod
banking and monetary system upholding best inte@fst
Azerbaijan and making it compatible with world syss.

The Front holds that the realization of the enwshg
economical program makes it necessary to tap on the
expertise of our specialists, practitioners andisais,
living both in Southern Azerbaijan and outside it.
Fortunately, the number of Azerbaijani scientists,
advisers and experts are sufficiently high to mibet
needs. Therefore, it is only right to call upon ithe
contribution. In this way, a great deal can be edol
together in a short length of time.

Thus, our bank system and economy should be
remodeled and overhauled to be compatible with the
world economy.

The Front holds that, Azerbaijan can be modernineal
short length of time, the standard of living can be
improved and prosperity can be guaranteed if Sowuthe
Azerbaijan can if run a progressive and sovereign
politics, (i) plan its economy in modern style, ang (
seek appropriate measures for its educationalsyste

Prosperity and affluence of our people is undempihby
the economical balance between our exports andrispo
to keep inflation under control and our programgsathe
way towards our ideals.
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7.2.1 Industry and Economy

The capitalist system has been maturing since @fe 2
century and since the collapse of the socialistesysit

has been displaying an upper hand. Privatizatierged
companies and cartels are playing a determining. rol
Even, various cartels have been merging togethro
higher cartels controlling various world economic
sectors. This is not peculiar to the production tor
industry sectors but it also covers marketing asking
systems. Thus, the bank and industrial cartels are
controlling the world economy. In this connectica,
significant issue is the hidden competition betwe&SA

and European countries. This is in a backgroundrevhe
the banking system and the economy of Europe and of
the USA are effectively integrated. The Euro cuckeis

a simple manifestation of this competition. At teeme
time, they are trying to capture new markets an#tema
them dependent.

Having considering such an international scenamo o
economics and technology, the Front envisages the
realization of a chain of policies on supportingaim
industries using all of its means, securing the
environment for the development of large industries
through the sale of shares, reinvesting any suchsga
within those particular industrial sectors to ratsem to
world standards, and eventually making them
competitive in the world market. Co-operation betwe
employees and employers is the prime conditionttier
efficiency in particular industrial sectors and
improvements in production. The employees should no
regard their work place as a place to work buthafirt
own and feel responsible for it. They should beagegl
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in the exchange of ideas for the progress of thveirk,

for the improvement of the products. It serves the
purpose to issue shares for the employees in such a
sensitive working system. Undoubtedly, employees| sh
not regard themselves as workers but develop clwmis
towards their working place.

7.2.2 Measures necessary to vitalize Economy

1. Our national industries shall be modernized and
adapted to market and marketing systems, and
managed by experts appointed by the state.

Our banking system shall be adapted to world norms.

The Azerbaijan National Bank shall be created,

protecting the value of the Azerbaijani currency

(Tumen), and allowing autonomous decision making

by the experts of the bank.

4. We shall facilitate meeting the needs of the
organization responsible to road and transportation

5. Appropriate legislations shall be prepared for ifgme
trade while local industries shall be protected,
facilitating partnership and cooperation with world
industries.

6. All production corporations shall be syndicated in
the Azerbaijan Enterprise of Industries to smoothen
the performance of our industries by eliminating it
excesses and shortfalls.

7. The creation of modern industries shall be expddite
8. The national interests of Azerbaijan shall be given
priority in all protocols concluded with foreign

countries.

9. The general tax system shall be overhauled. It shal
be communicated to our people that tax is not a

w N
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penalty but a necessary source of distributing the
wealth of the nation.

10. Small and medium industries shall be encouraged.
11.Resources shall be made available to create large-
scale industries, and increase their competitiv@nes

12.Foreign investment in Azerbaijan shall be
encouraged.

13.Cooperation and partnership of foreign capitaldwit
native industries and enterprises shall be encedrag

14.The Azerbaijani citizens shall be encouraged to own
shares to be partners of large industries and new
national industries, where they shall be managed by
modern management systems.

15.Centralized energy production shall be discouraged
but the national energy grid shall be more reliamt
renewable energy production methods.

16. The tax system shall be radically remodeled.

7.2.3 Co-operation between Employees and Employers

1. Regulating Week-time working hours and annual
holidays and similar leaves shall be regulated with
the mutual participation of employees and
employers.

2. Special rights shall be recognized for tough wagkin
conditions.

3. Productivity shall be agreed through co-operation
among the employees and employers at each
workplace.

4. Employees should be able to buy shares of their own
workplace.

5. The limits of overtime working shall be regulated
including the overtime benefits.
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6. Night shifts shall be regulated.

7. Permanent employment of workforce of less than 16
years olds shall be prevented.

8. The rights of workforces in workplaces shall be
protected and discrimination shall be uprooted.

9. The right for maternity leave of female workforces
shall be systematized and the resumption of their
work shall be guaranteed.

10.Daycare centre shall be encouraged at large
workplaces for babies and children.

11. Child benefits shall be set up

12.Provisions shall be set up for the employees on
national health services, old age pensions and
insurance against damage and accident; insurance
policies shall be created for hazards stemming at
workplaces.

13.Labor Relations offices shall be set up to secure
work for employed persons or retrain them for
different skills.

14.The rights of agricultural workers shall be regetht
within the labor law.

15.Co-operation shall be encouraged between
employees and employers; the rights of employees
shall be protected; and labor laws shall be prepare
by the participation of both parties.

Villages, Rural Policies and Agriculture

Whilst Azerbaijan has been one of the experienced
countries of the region throughout history, it haso
been regarded as the grain store of the regiohadt
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inspired other countries by its methods of agrimaltand
irrigation. Regrettably, after the imposed parttiof
Azerbaijan, traditional agricultural infrastructuref
Northern Azerbaijan disappeared; people became
oblivious of their past traditions; and subsequémt
planned socialist mode of production, arable lawdse
poisoned by ill-considered fertilizers. In Southern
Azerbaijan too, the rural way of life was underniine
with the arrival of the Pahlavi regimes operating a
discrimination policy leading to the disappearantdts
rural way of life; villages were neglected; incomefs
Azerbaijani villagers were reduced to below poverty
lines, as they were denied of all the new resou@ethe
end they had to leave behind their native landgrating

to cities in particular to Tehran or some othersiRaer
cities and bearing the burden of intolerable lowd pabs

to support their families. These migrating popuias
were subjected to humiliation by Persian chauwnist
the foreign lands. Today, Azerbaijani villages haeen
reduced to derelicts, reminiscent of unoccupiedskeu
Thus, the Front regards as a high priority to ed\é the
rural way of life in Azerbaijan. Its key policy isss
include the revitalization of the villages, restaya of
the rural way of life, compete with the way of life
compatible with the 21 century, making agricultural
systems viable once again, increasing productiatyd
increasing villagers’ incomes. Devolution is our
intention. This is also a measure to prevent unmadn
growth of cities and a resolution to conflicts and
problems. To make villages prosper is to make thelev
country prosper and this is the way for the devaleipt

of our economy. This shall lead to peace in thaespc
The Front regards the villages as the source.
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1. The Front holds self-sufficiency in food-product to
be feasible and this goal can be realized by thie st
support for villages and village industries. Buisth
does not mean the state takeover of everything.

2. Extension training services shall be provided to
villagers on new agricultural and animal husbandry.
For this we will resort to tapping on local
experience, foreign expertise and modern methods of
education.

3. The Front holds that progress is as much important
as to meet the local need and export the surplus.

4. The Front envisages a plan to be realized by the
close co-operation among the federal states and
executed over a 20 year time horizon delivering
sewerage systems for the villages, as well water
supply systems, paved roads and supply of eldstrici
and other modern needs meeting the needs of
contemporary standards. Construction of the
appropriate buildings shall make use of the
experience on classic buildings adapting to local
conditions. It is also necessary to provide schools
library, sport and leisure amenities for the pulbin
village youth.

5. The Front shall restore the lost image of Azerlpaija
regarding forestry through an envisaged program of
forestation. Within the time horizon of 20 years,
Azerbaijan shall be reforested by both national and
foreign expertise; and this initiative shall be
transformed into a traditional and national charact
or consciousness, i.e. people will be proactive on
these initiatives. The state shall also play its
facilitating role. Conversely, the restoration diet
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flora and fauna of Azerbaijan shall be facilitatatt
blood sports shall be prevented.

6. During the realization of all these initiativesfozts
shall be directed to the protection of the envirenm
and preservation of nature, also people shall share
their ownership of natural resources with other
species, and the culture of protecting the
environment shall be built into our culture.

Any underground and surface natural resources not
within private ownership shall be nationalized
including forests and woods

* Those interested in working in the field of
forestry shall be provided with land and means
through a long-term system for reforestation. It is
an important condition that there is an all-round
development of consciousness and proactive
initiatives.

* Whilst modernization of agricultural technology
is taking place, benefits will be reaped of the
experience gained from traditional agricultural
sectors.

* The state shall support those active in agricultura
sectors through loans towards the self-sufficiency
of Azerbaijan in meeting it food.

» Agricultural tools will be manufactured within
Azerbaijan and their supplies to farmers will be
facilitated.

* A systematic study shall be carried out to develop
a masterplan of the water grid for the country,
identify new water resources, develop strategies
for saving water, implement environmentally-
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friendly water reservoirs and utilize seawater for
both water supply purposes and for irrigation.

7.4 Health System

One of the main objectives of the Front is to getau
national health system, to make it a public servared
secure that every citizen can benefit from the esyst
Thus it is an important condition to implement adi
measures through the short- and long-term program
within the country.

Achieving this goal inevitably depends on impleniemt
public and private health insurance plans. Therarste
system is for distributing risks. Subsequenthgréates a
system of mutual help within the country, so tiwet poor
enjoys a health system that cannot otherwise aftord

The insurance companies are not commercial cehters
they follow free market systems. Their administmatis
under self-governing institutes, responsible fore th
government and under the supervision of the state.

The Front is envisaging a national health servacdoe
functioning as clockwork and to be emerged throagh
short- and long-term program. Admittedly, the dasir
health service cannot be realized by the impositiba
top-down program. In stead, the realization of sach
service is a painstaking process through legisiatio
together with the establishment of appropriatetuntsbns
facilitating material resources, securing profesaicstaff
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and providing appropriate medicine. That is why the
Front is envisaging a short- and long-term program.

A) The Short-term Program

Upon securing the independence of Azerbaijan, at th
very early days, a census shall be carried outinvghach
federal state. This census shall contribute intatabase
at the disposal of appropriate ministries includihg
number of villages, their health resources, stasisbn
their number of staff, hospitals, beds, medicire well

as other statistics including the population.

The Azerbaijan Health Minister shall prepare a shemd
long-term program together with the federal health
ministries and appropriate experts.

The short-term health program would envisage the
setting up of a health centre for each of seveitiges
throughout the federal states. The villagers shalle at
least one channel of telecommunication with these
centers. Each center shall be responsible for wa o
catchment. Conversely, any of these villages negedin
emergence medical care shall be in touch with ws o
health center. In case, the appropriate treatmsemot
possible within the center, the patient shall begferred

to the hospital (holding the center as a satellite)
Therefore, the hospital or a number of centers Ishou
have helicopter for urgent transfers. Ambulances! se
used under less urgent conditions. Health centeadl s
also share facilities with each other.

Supply of medicine is another issue concerning bio¢h
short- and long-term items of activities. Our dostshall
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prepare a list of medicines, and those which catweot
manufactured within the country shall be importadhe
long-run these medicines will be produced withie th
country through co-operation with other countries.

B) Long-term Program

In the long-term, the number of hospitals and tiseaff

shall be regulated proportional to their population

* Health Centers shall play their inspection roletfa
babies, children and student in nurseries and $€hoo

 The number of medical doctors and specialists shall
be increased by increasing the number of medical
students, co-operating with academies of other
countries.

The Front envisages a time horizon of 20 yearstHer

implementation of its long-term policies on the

implementation of its national health service.

7.5 Internal Politics

7.5.1 Parliamentary Democracy and Principle of Majority

The Front believes in freedom, civil society, amda
Parliamentary democracy. The Parliament of Azeabaij
elected following a free and unbiased election,llsha
condition the political governance for a certaingé of
time. The party holding majority should also redagn
its boundaries and operate within the bounds. Theg
party must be in engaged in a continual dialog vl
criticism and encourage debate both within the
parliament and outside. Since, the majority can &is
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wrong, there must be provisions for rectifying demns
that delivering wrong outcomes. This is particularl
important on issues concerning the fundamentalsuof
existence and those which can undermine the future
generations.

A system of freedom, based on parliamentarian
democracy, does not assume upon itself the
responsibilities that are due to the citizens lagilitates
them. It is for this reason that two things go hand
hand, active participation of the citizens for nmakithem
counted through being heard and facilitating appatg
legislations. Ballot box voting will take place Wi legal
frameworks. The people’s decisions shall be reflgan

the laws legislated by the Azerbaijan Parliameetdfal
Councils and District Councils. Limitations imposed
the ruling party by the virtue of its majority shalso be
applicable to the direct participation of the @ts in
politics.

Members of Parliament shall declare any of their
incomes and their roles in industry of other ingés in
order to gain the trust and respect of the pulbficthe
process of enhancing national consciousness, e

of Members of Parliament should be proportiondbath
genders.

It is inconceivable and impracticable to create the
parliamentary democracy without parties and comtinu
enhancement of democratic consciousness. The
effectiveness of the citizens in politics is depamtdon

the prevalence of democracy and enhancing
consciousness within parties.
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Maintaining a course of action aligned with popular
demands stems from a collection of measures inotudi
enhancing the consciousness within the party throug
monitoring public perception, conditions of life dan
shortfalls in every day business of the partiesyel as
encouraging debate for a better policymaking or the
refinements of policies.

The Front holds that various associations aretutgins
articulating their ideals. We shall co-operate wiitiem
when working for the benefit of the masses (peois)
the contrary, we will resist an association waging
reactionary slogans.

The pillars of democracy, freedom and civil society
our motherland, Azerbaijan, shall be founded upom t
Azerbaijan Parliament, the Federal Council and mult
party politics. The members of Parliament elected f
their constituency are their representative and
empowered with the duty of protecting their conglitcy
and articulating their interests. Members of Parkat
are the servants of the people but not their mastdrat

is way their attitude must be based on the prorisiba
service.

The emergence of democratic consciousness is a
reflection of the emergence of solidarity, social
movements and political and cultural maturity amimng
citizens. Often the case is that the debate oaicaereals

and interests of the society could be bugged down b
absurd non-productive topics. In spite of such |enwob
debates vitalize democracy and give rise to the
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enhancement of consciousness and enrichment of the
political culture. Such debates challenge the eartor
innovative arguments. Even if the problems of theve
nature may be of local consequences but the enechm

of the culture should go beyond.

7.5.2 Democratic State

A reflection of a democratic state is the confertmei
equal rights on all the citizens. The prime dutiéghe
civil society is to guarantee the traditional andrah
value systems of the society, the protection ofichas
rights and freedom, securing the universality eettom
and safeguarding these values from pitfalls.

The Front holds that a civil society is empowered t
secure social and economical justice and shouldthexp
any relevant legislations and decisions and enthae
they are enforced.

It is not quite possible that a state solves theesrocial
problems. Every citizen should play their own roies
solving inherent problems and show their devotion.

With every individual looking after own interestsica
seeking their furtherance is often at the expenke o
undermining social justice and of diminishing loald
amplifying egoism that gives rise to bureaucratideos.
Such bureaucratic orders encourage poor admindsigat

The Front promotes solidarity and de-bureaucratinat
among Azerbaijanis. That is, we are against leaving
everything to the state. We hold that such socedie
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unable to develop both in politics and economy. Stiage
has to implement those appropriate duties. Indaislu
and groups have also to undertake appropriatesdhtie
be accountable to the state. Conversely, the stagt not
be overtaken by the interests of such individuals o
groups.

7.5.3 Democratic Government and Community

The Front is fighting for freedom and democracy.
Freedom is the foundation of independence. The
personality of human beings only takes shape and
develops under a free environment. The Front htiids
without democracy and freedom the independence will
be fruitless. That is why democracy and freedonmukho

be total. These attributes do not cover just respgthe
personalities of the individuals but the individuiare
engaged in a mutual relationship and undertake and
fulfill their own responsibilities.

Democracy and freedom is a way of life. Such adoee
relies on the capacity of individuals to take on
responsibilities. In a democratic society, it istno
permissible for an individual to share or remove th
freedom of any other individual. Each single citizef
Azerbaijan must treat others in the manner dedioed
her/him.

The Front holds that the state and the nation ate n
separate institutions. The state is empowered dteprr
democracy and freedom and to make these the pyopert
of the masses.
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In a democratic society, the affluent classes showlt
undermine the rights of other people. This is &lge for
other capital-owners and media institutes.

Democracy and freedom acquire their power from
cultural politics of the society. That is why it dsfficult

to establish democracy in societies under longls |
dictatorship, to the extent that democracy can be
mistaken with anarchy. Free-for-self and lawlessris
not lead to democracy and freedom. Often the cag®t

the new power-holders after a dictatorship canneg¢ f
themselves from the influences of the past. Thugur
motherland Azerbaijan, our nation and the goverrimen
have to co-operate to respect the law, to safeguard
freedom as the greatest achievement of humanityt@and
proclaim our independence.

7.5.4 Law and Politics

In a civil society, law is supreme. Constitution
overarches all the laws. Subsequent legislatiores ar
derivatives of the constitution and must not lead t
conflicts. This is why there is a Constitutionalido This
court is empowered to appraise the conformation of
subsequent legislations to the Constitution. Acicydo

the proposed Constitution of Azerbaijan all indivads
are equal before the law. The civil society makes i
necessary that everyone treats seriously the lagv an
comply with them. In other words, laws of land ahdir
compliance are indicators of the workability of itiv
society.
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The Front holds that civil society must exerciss it
authority; undertake its duties as empowered; implet

the system of law; communicate the system to the
acceptance of the citizens; and demonstrate itsradbe

to the Constitution which is in its monopoly. The
compliance with laws equally apply to the mutuahtcol

of the various governmental institutes.

Civil society can be undermined by both citizensdieg
the laws and the ruling echelons misinterpretirggl#iws.

The Front holds that democratization is not feasibl
unless civil society is guaranteed and security is
safeguarded.

The Front respects all laws and holds that any
unacceptable law has to be refined within the paméint
through a majority vote and this procedure is aessity

of civil society.

In legal systems there is also the concept of itidation.
Thus, the implementation of a high priority law eak
precedence over low priority ones. In this way,diuj
back the low priority law is not the same as itslation.
On the contrary, it just expedites the implemeotatf a
high priority law.

7.5.5 Law and Judgment

The Front holds that in a democratic civil soci¢tye
governance is determined by the legislation and
constrained by the subsequent laws. Thus, theofubav
takes precedence over any thing else. Legal codes a
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pre-requisite for safeguarding justice. The verigtexce

of the democratic system of civil society is tantamit to
the implementation of laws and equality of every
individual before the law.

Judgment delineates between right and wrong. Wk wil
implement all basic rights in the Azerbaijani sogidn
particular, we aim to secure resources to the weak
members and prevent the violation of their rights.

The doors of the courts have to be open to eveizeoi
No obstacle has to be created for securing thghtsi
The verdicts of courts of law must be equally agglie
to every individual. The employees of judiciary teys
have to independent in order to be able to exetbtisi
judgments free of any influence. It is approprietdake
benefit of the experience of veteran judges antag
judges providing services free-of charge.

The supreme judges and governors serving in the
Azerbaijan Constitution Court, the Supreme Azedraij
Court and the high courts of the federal state®hawe
elected by the appropriate experts of the institigi of

the Azerbaijan Parliament, the Federal Council trel
Federal Parliaments, and in accordance with the lafv
the democratic civil society through the open wptin
system on the basis of the majority vote.

The Front holds that as much as the function ofding
forces (the police and the security) is necessang she
role of the citizens in helping the state and cdtng it
towards the state fulfilling its duties, safeguaglithe
citizens, persecuting the guilty ones and proteciis
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civil society, all within the system of democratoil
society. These guarding forces in civil societies aot
counted as instruments of suppression of the agamst
the common people, as the case is in dictatorgtesys;
on the contrary, these forces are regarded as tig¢ m
trusted citizens and institutes of the commonehngyTare
also the most esteemed individuals. Thus, theynate
involved in political conflicts.

The Front holds that judicial systems, correctional
institutions and justice system are contributingdals
the protection of democratic civil society. Theiaimaim

is to safeguard the citizens; to return the wromgslidack

to the society after their rehabilitation; to enbarthe
popular trust to law and order. Revenge is
counterproductive and rejected. The views of tlotimis

of crimes have to be matured reflecting the hunaaiain
sentiments of the society.

7.5.6 Civil Servants

Speaking of civil servants in the composition of tate,
everyone is the servant of the Azerbaijani stai@ the
nation, be it the president or any simple workeney
have to conduct themselves in this manner and rtiest
neither bear any supremacy nor any privilege.

7.5.7 Security System of Azerbaijan

The Security system of Azerbaijan shall consistha
followings forces:
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7.5.7.1 The Army

7.5.7.2 Security Agencies of Azerbaijan
7.5.7.3 The Police

7.5.7.4 Federal Forces

The Front holds that the republic of Azerbaijanlisba a
civil society upholding freedom and a state witle th
mandate to represent the will of the Azerbaijariama
under the auspices of human rights. The Constituégs
down the attributes of this state, the duties &f $kate
and the rights of the people and their limitatiombe
guarding forces and army members shall not be veebl
with politics. They shall only exercise their righby
taking part in the elections as individuals.

The Constitution envisages certain rights to thenyr
troops, the border guards; the police and other
intelligence agencies. These forces do not haveotrer
privileges compared to the other common citizemgesE
forces cannot interfere with politics owing to thduties.

In other words, they have to be neutral to whicheve
political party is holding the power.

7.5.8 Status of Woman in Azerbaijan

The status of women in the course of our 7 thousand
years of history has always been important. Thexeha
never been degraded so much as in our recentyistor
the Azerbaijani society, their status shall bearest and

in every sphere of life they shall enjoy equal t&ggtvith
men.
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7.5.9 Minorities Living in Territories of Azerbaijan Proper

There is no denial that other than Turkic Azerbaga
today minorities are also living in the territories
Azerbaijan proper territories. Over the time, a kma
proportion of these people have settled voluntairly
Azerbaijan, but large proportions have also besitdieg
here following the chauvinistic policies of RezahRai
and this process still in force. Their aim was pset the
ethnical composition of these regions in the lomg-and
implement their assimilation plans. Conversely, raah
chauvinists are seeding conflicts among peopley the
want to reap the benefits by prolonging their rule.

The policymaking of the Front is only based on the
ethnic composition reality of Azerbaijan as it mwnand

in order to prevent seeded conflicts of the pastehare
provisions both in this Manifesto and the draft
Constitution through the proposed federal admiaiiin
system. In this way, the minorities shall be abbe t
preserve their mother tongues, cultures and toauditi
with the legislation system of their federal stated
within the Constitution. They can take part in the
administration of their federal state and the coun
mindset outside this framework can create the sympt
of Qarabagh, a friction that shall not be enteddin
anymore, where foreign forces interfered with in&ér
affairs creating footholds for their interests.Southern
Azerbaijan any boundary change shall comply with th
Constitution. Most emphatically, we shall not alldor
the mistakes as committed in Northern Azerbaijamciv
still lingers.
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Those who have been displaced or migrated to anothe
land cannot be recognized as native residents.thizayt
can be considered as citizens of their adopted héore
instance, in Southern parts of the United Statesse
people who speak Spanish or other languages are
considered as US citizens. Likewise, nearly twdlioml
Turks have been living in Germany, of whom 120
thousands alone live in the capital Berlin. Somé¢heke
populations were born in Germany but the citiewich
they live are considered as part of Turkey. Thabisay,
today those living in Azerbaijan shall be the Azpmi
citizens and enjoy the same rights as those ofvenati
Azerbaijanis and both citizenship and rights are
irrespective of language, religion, and nationality

7.5.10 Social and Political Rights

(Parties, Associations and Trade Unions)

The Front holds that there is no democracy without
parties, associations-societies, and free tradensni
These groupings are the other companies of the same
struggle. They make their own policies and arrivéhair
own decisions. We cannot interfere with their decis.

We believe in the sensibility of these groupingd #reir
perception of duties towards the protection of pesrc
the society. We respect the framework in which drad
union groupings and employers would be engaged in
negotiations to solve their problems without being
dependent on political organizations.

We support our workers to take shares, contributing
towards the enhancement of the strength of ouresqci
meeting its need, and the efficiency of productidre
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also support the democratization of our economy and
society.

The Front holds that the success of our society bl
linked to the trade unions recognizing their
responsibilities towards our society.

Adjusting pension incomes of the pensioners is an
inseparable part of democracy. We will always ttdesr
sides. We cannot do away with labor agreements,
defending the rights of every single worker, traméons
engaged in negotiations, institutionalization anel tight

to strike.

The Front holds that the workforce should activieliye
part in the administration of their own trade union
activities in their workplaces.

In our contemporary world the new computerized gool
of production and the introduction of robots in the
production lines have altered the meaning of wqrksr
we used to understand it. Today, the role of iatdlal
activities is increasing. The competitive enviromine
prevailing in workplaces and production is demagdin
the workforce to be a lifelong student of infornoatiand

a better understanding. In other words, the suhaf/¢éhe
workplace also depends on these very facts, i.at was
learned before can rapidly become obsolete. The
responsibility of the workforce is ever more thasfdoe
and this is why trade unions of today bear more
responsibilities than those of the past. Thus,etnagions

of today not only uphold the interests of their kforce

but also take interest in the efficiency of theioguction
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and forging new working relationships with the
employers. Conversely, sharing profits may chamgen f
one workplace to another. One workplace may have a
greater resource than others. Workers and thedtetra
unions have to consider the modern realities.

The Front will be with trade unions towards seagrin
lasting peace, preventing unnecessary conflicts,
achieving welfare and securing the developmentuwf o
society.

7.5.11 Politics and Religion

Basing our Azerbaijani governance on secular poiasi

is one of the major foci in this manifesto. The &wors
clear that “there is no compulsion (loath or avansithe
original word isikrah) in religion”. Therefore, religion is

a voluntary contract between an individual and heas/
god. One may select a religion by one’s free chdiwe
one has the right to interfere with anyone’s chaate
religion. This is one of the fundamental principles
secularism. As there are different religions and
differences in the way individuals may develop thei
relationships with their god of choice, religionnoat
play a role in politics. Secularism is not naiveufroot
religion (as communists aimed to) but seeks to
institutionalize it, as in many democratic courdrie

Religion in democratic countries has been integrate
their social fabric by adapting to ongoing modern
developments. Thus, religion does not interferehwit
politics and equally politics is steered withouligien;
and likewise, religion keeps pace with the modeay of
life and in this way it gains respect of both bedies and
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nonbelievers. Generally, religious functions are
transformed into helping morality in the societydan
taking a moral lead on regulating charities butdhar
interfering with political affairs.

By and large, Muslims are yet to institutionalizesit
faith of Islam and therefore there is ample room fo
extremism and abuse. It is not surprising thatvidr@ous
regimes in, the so called, Iran have used religisna
mean towards their interests and stoked the fire of
fanaticism. Naturally, our nation has been sufigfirom

the onslaught of the abused Islam for 26 years.Frbat
holds that Islam in Azerbaijan is floating aroundad

hoc ways and needs to be brought to the norms wofthy o
the 2F' century through institutionalization.

According to the proposed Constitution, religiomlsive
reduced to a viable and self financing institutcailed
“the Trust for Religion and Bequeathed Properties
(6bvgaf) — the Trust” and as an institution it slbide
capable of self-organization within a certain linfihese
institutionalization initiatives shall apply to @h
religions too. Institutionalized religions in Azeifan
shall play their roles towards uprooting supestitand
fanaticism. An Assembly shall be formed to congtega
higher religious authorities under the auspicesthef
Ministry of Education. The Assembly shall be aregral
part of the Trust and shall evaluate matters reldte
religion in Azerbaijan.

Naturally, the institutionalization of such an Asddy
requires a program of works. They shall be resbasi
for the elections of “Imam-Jume” (lead priests ities)
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and high-ranking lead experts, known as “Mujtetbg’a
ballot box.

The Assembly shall be responsible for determinimg t
salaries of religious personnel, who are regarded a
people’s servants. As they are salaried, they nate
entitted to accept any payment for their religious
services, just as any civil servant for their paisiervices.
Religious personnel can also work in any other
organization but without any religious uniform; arfd
interested in politics, he/she has to abandon dris/h
religious occupation to pursue politics.

The contributions on accounts of religious taxeshsas
“Khoms and Zakat” or other similar taxes shall obky
payable to public Charity Accounts administeredtiog
Trust. This Trust shall oversee the expendituréhete
funds according to appropriate legislations.

The Assembly shall play its role in preparing miaisr
for higher education in association with the Minjsof
Education. Higher educational establishments comcer
with religion shall be organized according to mader
methodologies. They shall teach religion as well as
sciences. Their graduates shall have proficiengyatn
least, two or three foreign languages. Also thgllabi
shall not conflict with democracy, civil society can
liberty but contribute towards reinforcing thesgibatites
and securing peace in the society.
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7.6  Foreign Policies

The Front holds that the foreign policy of Azerhaij
shall be based on peace. The policy of peace ig onl
feasible within the environment fermenting peacel an
cooperation. This policy makes it necessary for the
people to cooperate on economics, protect the
environment, encourage cultural diversity and Sadied
human rights. Naturally, securing peace in the avorl
depends on the right of self determination of theams,

the minorities preserving their existence and calult

IS not acceptable anymore to regard human rights as
internal affairs of a country, depending on their
economical and political power.

The Front promotes friendship, fraternity and caapen
with all countries; and self aware of the strategic
importance of our homeland where the intereststioéro
countries may conflict. Having considered this, Enent
promotes stability within the country and the regio
Whilst recognizing the need for an effective arroyy
population will be encouraged to take part in
safeguarding our security.

The Front is supporting the normalization of our
relationship with Russia and Iran as our neighlgprin
countries. The main condition for this shall beirthe
recognition of our independence, territorial intggand
sovereignty; and avoiding incitation of others agaiour
interests.

Our relationship with Turkey will have the substaraf
good neighborhood, kinship and brothers of equgitri
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Naturally, national interests of each country widke
precedence and this is respectful.

Whilst Kurds are our neighbors at south and soushwe
owing to historic events a chunk of Kurdish popiolat
has settled in Azerbaijani territories. We treagesth
Kurdish brothers and sisters as the Azerbaijanzesis
and count them as of our own. All the rights due to
Turkic Azerbaijanis are also due to these Kurdish-
Azerbaijani citizens. As in our past history, weyael
these Kurdish people as our close friends and lties.a
Naturally, some of the Kurds disregard this fraitgrand
have their eye on our historic territories of Azajén
and they seek to exploit our Kurdish-Azerbaijarothers
and sisters. In this way, they seed animosity amang
and they play the games of our enemies. Considénmg
aims of our enemies, we have to be extra sensinek
take additional precautions. The existence of phwer
independent Azerbaijan is by and large in the ltrg:
interests of the Kurdish people.

Georgians, Daghistanians and Chechen peoples have
lived side-by-side with Azerbaijanis and we havarsd

with each other the ups and downs of the samerfisto
We are promoting the forming of the House of Caiacas
towards strengthening our historic ties, securirgifave,
raising the standard of living in our countries,dan
establishing social justice. In this way, we wolld
serving towards the establishment and maintenafce o
peace in the region.

The Front not only seeks peace outside the coumity
works towards peace within the country too. This
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mitigates the struggle for governance and creatalsi-m
faceted interests and equilibriums. Our nationtdrests
must take precedence on which party holds the power
within Azerbaijan.

7.6.1 Armenian Problem in our Foreign Policy

As it is well known, today’'s Armenia comprises the
Khanate of Irevan (Yerevan) and the regions of &oyj
and Zengezur situated in the territories of Azgdoai
proper. The historic homeland of the Armenians was
situated south and southwest of the Lake Van irk@wr
Under the 1828 Turkmenchay Treaty, Czarist Russia
occupied all of Caucasia and Northern Azerbaijad an
annexed them into its imperial domain.

Following the Turkmenchay Treaty, waves of Armesian
migrated to Northern Azerbaijan. They were setiied
Qarabagh. Along with these events, according to the
formal understanding between Russians and the
Armenian Priest, Nerssis, in 1828 in Thilisi, thasRian
state promised to grant the Khanates of Irevanhian

and Qarabagh to Armenians if they sided and supgort
Russia in the war waged against the Ottomans
(Reference: p.371 History of Great Armenia-
Pasdarmachian).

Armenians together with Russians then waged war
against the Ottoman Empire both in the territords
Ottomans at large and in their own homelands in
accordance with this understanding. By the endhdf t
war, Russia had effected the immigration of around
100,000 Armenians into Azerbaijan promising them
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prosperity. Allowance was made for the migration of
Armenians into Russia under the Agreement of
Aderyapool, signed in 1829. In this, hundreds of
thousands of Armenians started their migration into
Azerbaijan. The Khanate of Irevan was handed to
Armenians against the wishes of Azerbaijanis by the
decree issued by the Tsar, Nicolas I, in 1829 (G.A.
Burnootian, 1982).

The territorial disruption of Azerbaijan resulted an
area wrongly referred to as Armenia. This process
continued into this century with the destructiontbé
nascent democratic republic of Azerbaijan in 28 ilApr
1920 by a decree from Lenin and transfer of théoreg

of Goyje and Zengezur to the Khanate of Irevan to
Armenian control. The Khanate of Irevan until theas
referred to as Armenia and was an autonomous region
within  Azerbaijan. In addition, the region of
Mountainous Qarabagh was also given autonomous
status within Azerbaijan. In 1991, when Azerbaijan
regained its independence, Russians and Armenize 0
again inflamed local tensions by occupying Qarabagh
and its surrounding regions. These areas remairerund
military occupation.

Having considered these historic facts, the Front
cannot formally recognize a Russian-propped
Armenia. This is because, these Azerbaijani territories
were granted to Armenians by Russians but not by
Azerbaijanis. They have uprooted indigenous Azg¢ahai
populations and inflicted several genocides on
Azerbaijanis. If Armenians want to carry on living
these territories of Azerbaijan, they have to wisvad
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unconditionally from these territories, apologine their

crimes; the return of refugees to these territdnesto be
facilitated, and damages paid to the victims. Afends,

these Armenians can enter into negotiations wighstate
of Azerbaijan to where they want to reside in Azgdn

and under what terms.

It is noteworthy that the Front and the nation of
Azerbaijan are not aiming to turn history back. vk
Armenians are not living in their homelands, noaéths
they need a territory to live in. They too haveattwept
historic realities and give up their land-grab misiand
instead be engaged with Azerbaijanis in improvingirt
economic prosperity. They have to learn to cooperat
instead of waging hatred. We are ready to welcdramt

as we have done in the past. Else, the losersbeilhe
Armenian people in the long-run. The Azerbaijani
proverb has it that “it is not sensible to harmagos
while on board.” Their intransigence is counterprattve

for both sides.

7.6.2 All we want is Peace

The fate of humanity is rooted in the wisdom o¥irfg
together else vanishing together. History puts srthe
responsibility of avoiding the prospect of destimictand
guaranteeing peace.

War must not be transformed into an instrument of
politics. The cause of peace is ever more sericoigew
the threat of nuclear, chemical and biological veeep
hovers over us. The silence at the wake of the gast
race does not mean peace. Conversely, living vatthe
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other is the solution but without one nation exwytiorce
on another and without exploiting the others.

The policy of peace also covers cooperation of |[gewp
economics, the environment, culture and human sight
Securing peace in the world is inevitably relatedhe
right of self-determination of the nations.

The policy of peace is endowed with mitigating
governance, creating equality and reaching thesgioal
partnership. Peace is also endowed with transfayrtiia
race of superpower states for gaining advantage int
playing a progressive role in the region through
cooperation and of ideological and religious sufaes
into political and cultural competition and debate.

The policy of peace is also tantamount to a denwnd
goods are needed but not produced, rather thanoneap
that are not needed but produced.

The policy of peace is the development of the very
thought of peace; and the encouragement to a better
insight into peace. It is only the governments ewgred

with securing peace. Instead, it consists of alrhtions

of the world reaching mutual understanding and d@iagi
animosity.

Weapons capable of annihilation of human beings are
also capable of annihilating our very existence then
what use will they be for? This is why we emphagine
encouraging the culture of mutual security, trustd a
cooperation but not of threatening or deterring one
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another by armaments or powerful armies. Thus, ave h
to keep our planet clear of space armory.

We pledge our support to the destruction of angreabk
capable of destroying mankind and we will play oale
to this end.

We must not allow the development or depositing of
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons in the Rdipu

of Azerbaijan, neither through a unilateral prodacinor

in collaboration with others. Our homeland must &e
place free of weapons of mass destruction. Thisildho
be registered in our Constitution.

We will be changing into a driving force of disamment
not only in our region but also in the world.

Our objective is to oppose the export weapon inmcsst

7.6.3 Our Common Security

A cursory overview of the recent past indicated tha
competition of two superpowers led the world to enor
armament. At that time, the sphere of influenceath
power blocks was transformed into as if highly esple
arsenals. Even if the Soviet block collapsed, e tru
collapse of arm race is yet to emerge. Thus, thge#ds
old prejudice still lingers. Regional collaborati@one
way of uprooting the symptoms of the past and far t
establishment of mutual trust. The prerequisiteswéh
cooperation is upholding and respecting the intsreg
stakeholders, as opposed to the old win/lose @ultur
Likewise, mutual security is another issue. Thuasisi
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necessary to set up common security policies. & th
circumstances, common coexistence and the good
intention of peacefulness are pivotal.

Common security reduces tension and can remove it.
This, as a strategy, also reduces the fear of deay
can contribute to putting behind the remnants efphst
cold war.

Our objective is to put an end to armed confroatetiin

our region and secure a system of lasting peacer.der

to reach these aims, Azerbaijan has to enter redgots
with superpowers concerned with their own regional
interests and communicate the resolving role of the
proposed common security towards the peace in the
region and in the world. This is because the pdibyws

to resolve conflicts, remove the differences in the
thoughts and to maintain mutual interests.

In this distant corner of Europe and at its junetwith
Asia, the establishment of security and stabilityl e
an outcome of this common security policy. Thislwil
facilitate the army of these foreign states to éedie
region.

In this policy of common security, the sovereigraly
every stakeholder must be protected. Yet they rtidesl

to the right of defending themselves. But this @pli
should not be stretched towards rearmament,
revitalization of armament industries, and the dgph

of revenues by spending on arm races. Peace must be
reached through negotiations but not from the posibf
strength.
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Whilst the policy of common security strives to tleg

the destructive armament arsenals in our regiodsoan
world, there is also a demand to generally reduce
weapons and army units, and in this way to alleviae
risk of mutual aggression. This process also reguir
unilateral actions. Therefore initiatives shouldvierked

out by reducing the revenue wasted on arms raceoand
proportionately reducing the army units. Also oppos
should be expressed against the proliferation cteau
armaments and nuclear tests.

Nuclear powers should guarantee that they shaluset
their nuclear might against non-nuclear countries.
Therefore, we should campaign toward creating regio
of countries free of nuclear and chemical weapdhe
policy of common security should prevail in these
regions creating a regional association and cotipgra
with other associations including the European dnio
This is the essence of the policy of Front in ielatto
common security in our region.

The Front holds that the Azerbaijan Army is only
responsible to protect our borders and secure our
territories. Thus, it has to have an effective dsée
capability, as well carry out its duties in safemglirag the
policy of common security and repel any interfeeenc
against our motherland. The army also has to laestate

of readiness to undertake its duties.

According to our draft constitution, the political
administration of the Azerbaijani Army is by the
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Azerbaijani government and under the command of the
Azerbaijani Parliament.

The Azerbaijani soldier shall be esteemed membéneof
nation of Azerbaijan. The Front holds that it ig tthuty

of every individual to undergo such a national duty
Whilst we aim to secure peace in our region and
campaign for cooperation in our region, we envishge
there will be a shift in attitudes towards armyeafthe
prevalence of the policy of common security.

The Front welcomes the apparently fictional viewtto#
countries without armies. Some of the members ef th
Front actually hold this view. As specified in odwaft
Constitution, any member of our society holdingrsac
view shall be entitled to serve charity organizasian
lieu of military services after the brief compulggreriod

of military education. This is also a useful iniitve for
the army. In our region, a common security systam c
be formed under the name of ‘House of Caucasia.’

7.6.4 House of Caucasia

The Front hold that after securing the independesfce
Southern Azerbaijan and restoring its territorrakgrity,
one of the first steps to be taken is to form aegysof
common security and cooperation in the region. &iram
this as the House of Caucasia, this new institutdan
function similar to European Union but with respézt
the characteristics of the region. On the one hémd,
new institution can conform to democracy and freedo
for maximizing their synergy and securing mutuaistr
and on the other hand it can aspire to meet tregiomal
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interests, economical, social and other needs piteess
of globalization makes these aspirations a negessit

Our idea of creating the House of Caucasia hagrigsn

in distant past. The idea emerged in the beginairipe

20" century and the first Parliament of the House of
Caucasia was formed by the election in 1918. At tha
time Lenin’s Soviet regime restoring the Tsariss&an
rule obstructed the function of this House. This is
because Russian interests did not fit this Caueasia
institute. Therefore they conspired by confrontitig
migrant Armenian populations with native Azerbaigan
Whilst they granted the Irevan Khanate to Armeniéns
policymakers of Moscow had the goal of carving ant
Armenian government in the region. This is because
Moscow regarded Armenians as their trustworthyealli
Of course Armenian Dashnaks would not complain of
this outcome. Thus, Shaumyan’s culprits of Dashnaks
and local Bolsheviks inflicted bloodshed all over
Azerbaijan. Russians continued their colonial rute
Azerbaijan after the establishment of the new Scael

the imposition of their bayonet rule. This was attbut
they resorted to arbitrary changes of boundariés al
against Azerbaijan and seeded waves of conflict and
tension among the peoples of the region. Needtesay
that, the most losing nation under the Soviet eenpias

the nation of Azerbaijan, as Russian feasted away o
lands granting them to Armenians, Georgians and
Daghistanians.

The policy of Russian colonialism has continueératfte
collapse of the Soviet imperialism. The Russiamssaitl
stoking the fire of conflicts and do not refrairorit a
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direct military intervention, as in Chechnya; arteyt
create hurdles hindering the economical and palitic
progress of the nations of the region. Moscow i st
poised with the restoration of their colonial supaey.

The Front holds that it is feasible to resolve plo¢ential
conflicts of the nations of the region in the lomg:
within the House of Caucasia. This is because utider
common house the roots of fraternity can springang
conflicts of religious and ideological origins cdre
transformed into peaceful competitions and politica
debates. Thus, the House of Caucasia will be artunsp
to the economical and social development of the
stakeholder countries as well the prevalence ofakoc
justice in the region. Thus, the creation of theusto of
Caucasia is an important issue.

The world community can regard the House of Caacasi
as a cornerstone for the peace, democracy andiread
our region. This house must be the source of peaites
area and no nation should be threatened by it.

The Front has prepared a draft in this matter, ctmimg

an expression of our aspirations towards forminghsan
institute, its role, scope and worldview. We arspined

to submit it to our Parliament and government of
Azerbaijan in due course.

7.6.5 International Cooperation

What is the new order?
In order to secure peace in the world, the world
community has to regulate economical systems throug
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political means, i.e. make a sensible use of raverads,
technology and knowledge and likewise promote the
revival of more natural ways of life.

The United Nations can also play an auxiliary tolehis
end. That is why its role should be enhanced. TRehbls

to be encouraged towards forming and implementing a
world policy and resist any coercion, i.e. this
organization should not be biased towards the jesliof
powerful countries. Azerbaijan should campaign tailsa
such ideals within its means.

The UN should be proactive in resolving conflicteda
upon the realization of conflicts it should reamivards a
resolution. The credibility of the organization whe
enhanced when the resolutions are implemented. For
instance, the UN should be empowered to set up an
organization to regulate the prices of internatipna
transacted products (e.g. petrol, cotton, coppeid,g
silver, grain, ..) as opposed to the current situation of the
prices being determined by powerful multinationasl
cartels.

The following factors can contribute towards the

implementation of the above ideas by the Uniteddvat

1. The nations and their governments should transfer
some of their authorities to the UN or similar
international organizations.

2. The international tribunal of the UN must be
enhanced.

3. The Security Council must be more accountable be
modernized, the ongoing regime of monopoly should
be stopped, the right of veto must be revoked, and
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decisions should be arrived through democratic
channels but not underhand dealings.

4. International Disarmament should be one of the
prime responsibilities of the UN and this
organization should be empowered to destruct all
weapons of mass destruction.

5. Arms deals should be brought to under the
supervision of the UN.

7.6.6 The East-West Policy of Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is situated at the juncture of Europe Agia.

If Northern Azerbaijan is located at the eastermep of
Europe, Southern Azerbaijan is situated at the géte
Asia. Thus, Azerbaijan can play a due role betwksa
and Europe, as in its past history.

Azerbaijan is obliged to play its role by raisints i
welfare and culture to a comparable level of pregjiee
parts of the world, as it is necessary for thelsistament

of the regional security. Failing this will meamaththe
crisis will persist and the economical, politicaldasocial
development will not be realized anymore. This Ishal
give rise to increased poverty, imbalanced devetpgm
and dissent among the population. This will pave th
opportunity for swindlers to operate appropriate
leverages making rife undemocratic activities. This
turn will derail democracy and freedom, will undémm
the establishment of civil society, dissident Welve the
country and encourage waves of brain-drain ancgs dé
skilled forces.
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The Front envisages a balanced policy to be estuddli
with the Western countries or other developed @33 |
developed countries; to put an end to the deperdenc
the west with redressed colonialism; to work tovsattie
universal proclamation of equality; the prevalent¢he
rights of the individuals and their way of life eyehere.

In the long-run this shall be to the benefit of thest.
This is because they have to deal with the dificul
problem of the influx of economical refugees asgl@s
the gap between the developed west and underdexklop
countries is widening. Failing this, it is naivetyindulge
with the thought of peace and security in the world

The Front is determined to run its policy with its
neighboring countries. Our prosperity will not betlae
expense of others. Even if Azerbaijan is a develppi
country, it has sufficient resources to achievegisls.
Nonetheless we have to follow the right procedure.

We are determined to establish social justice im ou
society; everyone shall be a responsible individoat
industries shall be modernized; and we shall intced
new industries into our countries.

Until quite recent times, our motherland was renegvn
for being the storehouse of grains and diary prtduc
Our agriculture is now next to none. We pledgeetave
this sector and be self sufficient once again. \Ivie ta
benefit from the experience of other countries bioth
their scientific and traditional techniques andagf from
making the mistakes they have done.
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We shall pave the way towards reaching the world
market for our product and deal with obstacle oiffta
and other bureaucratic hurdles. We hope to cooperat
with other countries in sectors of the environmenéin
production, energy, technology, security and pditi

The Front shall expedite the development of new
technology in our country and the removal of their
hurdles. The introduction of new technologies and
exporting them to our neighboring countries can be
beneficial to our own economy and we can play aewid
role. The academic institutions and other education
agencies would cooperate with appropriate reseanch
technological institutes of developed countries. $Mall

also encourage the exchange of research units with
developed countries.

7.6.7 The World of Internationals and the

Independence of Southern Azerbaijan
Regarding the world community approach to the
independence of Southern Azerbaijan, it is ceryaihe
case that the Front has absolutely no intention of
destabilizing the region. On the contrary, we suppo
true state of regional security that as opposgqubtiical
underhand dealings. This will only be possible vitie
independence of Southern Azerbaijan and its unifina
with Northern Azerbaijan.

The Front holds that the 40 million Azerbaijanitsta
drawing on the wisdom of democratic civil societs®l
supremacy of law, is a permanent guarantee forgcu
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The 30 million Southern Azerbaijanis are capable of
determining their own destiny and exercise thetrigh
self-determination. Disregarding this right and osjng

an artificial security is tantamount to freezing #xisting
situation with precedence of Ireland and the Basque
country undergoing waves of terror and reprisalgsTs
neither beneficial to the nation of Azerbaijan morthe
world community, the countries supporting humarntsg
nor the companies operating in these countriesthier
words, our case poses a challenge for these cesirti
prove that their claim of human rights is true angport
the cause of Southern Azerbaijan.

The Front supports cooperation with any countryeund
the terms of equal status, in particular with theAUand
western countries while respecting bilateral irdese
Failing this, their good intentions will be quesisal.

The underground resources of Azerbaijan, such ks oi
gold, copper, are considered as the national wedlthe
Azerbaijani nation. The Azerbaijani nation shallt no
consent to any international company to appropate
portion of our national wealth at the expense ofating
the rights of our 30 million people.

The Front holds that the emergence of a single,
independent, sovereign and able Azerbaijan emhgacin
democracy shall be the key for the establishment of
security and stability in the Caspian region andllsh
expedite the unhindered transfer of petroleum ¢onbst.

The End
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Appendix

A Cursory Overview of our Historical
Roots

The history of the people of Azerbaijan goes bamkes
thousand years. Our ancient Azerbaijani ancestats h
created the first civilization in the North and Souwf
Azerbaijan and modern Iraqi territories. In thestfiB500
years, our ancestors set up the very first civilze in
human history in territories extending from northda
south of Azerbaijan to its west and to the modeaa,.|
These civilizations are known as Arattas, llamigss,
Hurris, Quttis, Gilezens, Emreds, Lullabies, Mannas
Urartos, Albanians and other Turkic speaking people
their relatives. Historical evidences indicate thuely
2500 years ago ten tribes belonging to the Indmfeen
Pars people migrated to the plateau of Iran, asned to

in modern times, and settled in the modern prodarufe
Fars and Kerman, under the kingdom of the Ilam
dynasty. (See: the Ancient History of Iranian Tyrks.
Zehtabi)

Before the imposition of the so called the rulesloéhs in
Iran, the ancient Azerbaijani government had redist
Assyrian aggressions for about three centuriesalllyin
the Mede civilization defeated them in 612 B.C. auod

an end to the kingdom of Assyrians by capturingdite

of Nineveh. Later, on the eastern territories afags
Iran, Achamenedes, who had been dreaming of cgeatin
their imperial kingdom, attacked Azerbaijan but ver
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defeated decisively owing to the heroic Azerbaijani
people under the leadership of Mother “Tumrus”.

In the fourth century B.C., Alexander attacked leard
subjugating the Achaemenids territories. At thiscjure,

the Atropatens of Azerbaijan ceased their suppért o
Achaemenids and avoided a war with Alexander. Thus,
Alexander was obliged to recognize the governmént o
Atropatane and its ruler, Atropat. So Atropat mathtp
protect the independence of Azerbaijan. A histdrica
monument in Northern Azerbaijan still commemorates
this event.

In spite of waves of changes in the region overetim
Azerbaijan maintained a status for her identity aatrap
state to the extent that during the Arab invasion
Azerbaijan was considered as a factor. While the
Sasanide dynasty in, so called, the plateau of Wwasa
crushed in the first attack, the Azerbaijani goveent
maintained her strategic status for 20 years. Ouoearer
Babek, impressing his mark upon history by theueirof

his heroism and gallantry, preserved the Azerbaijan
identity whilst boosting on Azerbaijani Turkic reoand
identity. Motesem, the Arab ruler (the Caliph), yonl
assumed power over Azerbaijan after arresting Babek
accused for treason and conspiracy and brutally
executing him. Whilst the Azerbaijani people aceept
Islam, they also succeeded to exert their iderdityg
given half the chance they challenged the rulingbAr
powers. The Azerbaijani people not only fought agai
Arabs but also rebelled against aggressions by kleng
Ottomans and Russians.
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Azerbaijanis influenced the world of Arab and Isiam
civilization through culture and the science of thme;
left their impressions on architectural monumemesnf
the East to Spain including North Africa. Todaye th
relics of this influence are detectable in Islamtintries
even in south Spain through fine arts and architect

Although the Azerbaijani nation ruled Iran for cemes,
they never imposed discriminatory policies. Mutual
respect to other peoples has been one of the
characteristics of Turkic Azerbaijanis. Our natibas
never undermined their subordinates. Azerbaijamaeh
always promoted language, culture and traditionghef
subordinate nations and even helped their presenvat
and development. For instance, consider the ewoludf

the Persian language, whose speakers often lived a
nomadic life style. It reached the status of a leg in a
modern sense by benefiting from generous helpbef t
Turkic rulers and endeavors of Azerbaijanis; assallt it

is one of the live languages of the region. The cliown
over hundreds of years enhanced this languageeo th
level of a state language. More than 80 per cent of
Azerbaijani writers and poets composed their warks
Persian and expressed their philosophy, thoughts an
creative works in this language.

In the history of Azerbaijan, one of the great king
King Ismail Khatai, who founded an Azerbaijani etat
and developed Azerbaijan through founding the Sdév
dynasty. It is true that he proclaimed Azerbaijasithe
official state language but did not marginalize the
languages and cultures of other peoples. He suedded
establish order and friendship among other rulerhkis
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territories and to create the united single Azgalpailn
his last testament, King Ismail entrusted Azerlmega
with three important wishes: the land of Azerbaijtre
language of Azerbaijan and the care for Azerbaijan.

It is worth noting that on those days, the Ottorgampire

was expanding its territory towards east Europe.
Naturally, the Ottoman Empire was concerned with th
emergence of a new Turkic power and perhaps in the
same way, European powers were concerned too. Not
surprisingly, the two Turkic powers were soon imftiot
leading to confrontations and their weakening. King
Ismail's descendants transferred the capital frogbrik

to Isfahan, i.e. they sought a harbor in an align €his
decision defied the wishes of King Ismail, his Ibieg
philosophy and his ideals; and now with the benefit

the hindsight clearly it was a disastrous decision
Azerbaijani interests. Naturally, leaving behind now
homeland deranges the sense of belongingness to the
own homeland and builds up a sense of estrangement
from it. This was the case for the Safavides. Tiheeese
impact on the development of Azerbaijan was beyond
measure. This is because the Safavide palacestatira
the thinkers, artists and civil servants from Azddn

and caused its impoverishments. Today, Isfahanriishe
their creativity in the form of an impressive range
monuments from this very period. Even, today’'s
handicraft tradition of Isfahan is a heritage raoote the
Safavide era.

With the decline of the Safavide dynasty and thenéval
emergence of the Qajar dynasty, Tebriz was chosen a
the city of crown prince. This decision did not yest
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the decline in the Azerbaijani identity either. @gito

the incompetence of the Qajar kings, the decling ma

arrested in time and Azerbaijan was in the wakerof
irreparable catastrophe that lingers to date.

In the nineteenth century, the British and Russian
colonial powers were competing to expand their sgshe
of influence and emerged together as new players in
Azerbaijan and Iran. First, Britain chopped out
Afghanistan from Iran and the Russians descendeth do
from both sides of Caspian Sea. They took all morth
Caucasia, that is, Astrakhan, and began to expaeid t
occupation towards the south. The outcome wasnttiat
the apparent mediation of Britain, Russians impdbed
Gulustan Protocol signed in February 1812 and then
Turkmenchay agreement in February'1B28. This was
the disaster in waiting, as discussed above; thdee
with chopping Azerbaijan into two parts; this icfed
the split of one people into two halves; this seethe
coinage of the expression “north-bank and southan
Since then our homelands, our wealth, our dignitg a
our identity is being plundered. In spite of tmstigated
split, the people of Azerbaijan have maintainedirthe
close ties and kept up their morale through spnggip a
new folklore and written culture that-side and iide,
signifying and immortalizing the split.

®  The River Araxes is called Araz in Azerbaijaitihas acquired a

mythical outlook in Azerbaijan since its partition1812. Itis now a
genre in the Azerbaijani literature; culminatedhia establishment of
the Day of Solidarity (Hemreylik giinii) — Now we @x@mmemorating
the 3f' of December of every year.
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In the 19" century, the people of Azerbaijan was inspired
by the notion of Nation (millet) emerging in Europe
along with democratic ideas of French Revolutiom O
the one hand, our people were engaged on the tidkvera
movement against colonialism, to terminate injestand

as a nation, on restoring our statesmanship, riaimh
and sovereignty and on the other hand our peopte we
seeking to benefit from the new thinking. In theutko
our people’s struggle took the shape of Constinatio
revolution. Our people have shown incredible saa¥,
devotion and gallantry. Due to inadequacy of nation
ideology and its poor penetration, we fell victirh aur
honesty by trusting non-Azerbaijanis and proppedhep
interests of domineering forces, rather than emduour
self interests and protecting our costly gains.

Frankly, owing to the naivety and simplemindedneks
the leaders of the Constitutional revolution, thegned
their back to their people and left their trenclwaods
Tehran and this rendered all the efforts and seesfin
vain. Once again this fact was verified that to offt
from own roots is to vanish without trace. Althoulljie
leaders of the constitutional revolution were repesl by
despotic forces, i.e. Persian chauvinists in Teraad
Russian empire operating in Tebriz, they failedstop
the Azerbaijani libertarian movements and the edica
movement toward self-determination. Defying the
repressions were Azerbaijanis preparing for new
movements and uprisings. These coincided with the
weakening of governments in Tehran and Moscow. With
the help from Russians, England facilitated a caog
removed the legally reigning Ehmed Shah from power,
who was apparently being influenced by the demaxrat
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movements in Azerbaijan, much to the anxiety of
England. This was followed by installing a simpédser

to the kingship of Iran, who was widely known addpu
Rza (bandit Reza, later came to be known as KincpRe
Pahlavi). By his reign, Persian chauvinism emerged
the official policy. Following this policy, our nanhal
rights in Southern Azerbaijan were violated, ourtimeo
tongue was outlawed and they started applying tteyp

of humiliating the nation of Azerbaijan.

Meanwhile, amid the turmoil and turbulence in Rassi
territories, Northern Azerbaijanis were able toetdakeir
destiny into their own hands and establish the
independent democratic Republic of AzerbaijanMay

28, 1918 The republic was recognized officially by
many world countries led by European countries.
Encouraged by these developments, democratic fafces
Southern Azerbaijan and constitutional revoluticesr
proclaimed the independence of Southern Azerbaijan
under the leadership of Sheikh Mehemmed Khiyabani
and named it Azerstan (April 6, 1920). Khiyabammiiy
remarked that “a nation without independence has
nothing.” Thus, he articulated expressly the popula
demand of our people. One of the issues of thewdss/
the unification of our divided homeland. Before don
domineering regimes in Tehran suppressed this
movement; brutally executed the leader, Khiyabard a
jailed other leaders; and attempted to destroyampect

of our culture. They either arrested Azerbaijani
intellectuals or exiled them.

In the north, despite the motto of freedom, equalitd
the right of self determination, our republic in rfeern
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Azerbaijan was occupied for the second time on g8IA
1920 by the Army of the Red Empire (Red Army) under
a decree by Lenin; they overthrew the legal govemm
of Azerbaijan and installed a government subset\vien
Moscow. Subsequently, they killed the noblest of ou
fellow Azerbaijanis, and many were exiled includihg
head of the government, Memmed Emin Resulzade.
However, he impressed for ever into the memorywf o
people by stating thatA' flag raised once cannot be
pulled down agairf. He was verified almost after 70
years of Russian occupation of Northern Azerbaijan.

Unfortunately, these were not the end of tragiausege

of events experienced by our people. With the onet
the second World War, a new movement emerged in
Southern Azerbaijan, as the British deposed Rza Sha
(fired him the way they had hired him), released th
jailed Azerbaijani leaders, and returned those wieoe
exiled. Our people restored the Democratic Paripgbe
inspired of, and gained the experience from the
Khiyabani movement and constitutional revolutiomeT
national government was formed by the directionho$
party and under the leadership of Jefer Pishemetbé5.
Once again the Azerbaijani culture flourished. Hexd

of newspapers and books resumed their publications
our mother tongue, Azerbaijani. The Tebriz Univigrsi
was resumed its activities. Theatres, philharmonic
orchestras inaugurated their activities and holspitere
opened. The Azerbaijani radio services were eStaddi

... and the university of Tebriz was inaugurated. féor
Hindrus, a reporter from US Herald Tribune, wrdtatt
the achievement of the Democratic Party in Azedvain
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one year would overwhelm 10 vyears of best
achievements in other countries.

The reforms and the national movement of the south

were inevitably had a reflection on Northern Azd&eba

On the surface, perhaps the Democratic Party was

supported by the dictatorial regime of Stalin behé&ath

the roll-out of the events was considered agaihst t

interests of the Russian Empire for the followiegsons:

* The leader of the national government was running a
sovereign policy;

 The national government refused to be tuned by
Moscow and determined not to betray own people;

* A determination not to conform to Moscow;

» Unfeasibility for the local red subservient agetds
infiltrate the Democratic Party and undermine a@nfr
inside

 The emerging synergy between the governments of
Southern and Northern Azerbaijan.

Thus, behind the scene, they conspired with Tehrah
joined the forces to plan the overthrow of the gowgent

of Southern Azerbaijan. This also suited the Mohathm
Reza’s regime in Tehran. This is because he alssesde
similar threats stemming from reforms implementgd b
the Democratic Party, and the spread of democratic
ideals. For the second time, two colonial powers
conspired to the same decision against the destioyr
people, repeating the Gulustan and Turkmenchatidsea
Russians even sought rewards of economical cocessi
from Iran. Subsequently, the regime in Tehran iedad
Southern Azerbaijan and Russians arrested the rieade
and withdrew the midnight of the day before. The
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criminal Army of the Tehran regime marched to
Azerbaijan with a free hand to massacre; theydittere

30 thousand of our brothers and sisters; tensaofséinds
were jailed and subjected to torture; many moreewer
exiled or went underground to escape persecutibe. T
leaders of the national government, including Rishie
the most dedicated son of Azerbaijan, were murdered
setting by agents like Qulam Yehya; thousands of
Southern Azerbaijanis seeking refuge on the noathkb
of Araxes but instead were exiled to Siberia ootioer
hostile camps and thereby lost their lives; cufpand
subservient agents were rewarded by a welfarewa fe
elected silence to live their lives.

After suppressing the national government, Imperial
regimes in Tehran intensified their repressive cagns
against the nation of Azerbaijan; burnt the books i
Azerbaijani, and officially banned any educationd an
publication in the Azerbaijani Turkic language.
Humiliating our people became the policy issue of
Tehran.

Ever since then, the domineering Persian chausinist
began the policy of assimilation to estrange Azigahes

of being Azerbaijani and Turkic and to do away with
their own identity; they paved the way to disperse
Azerbaijanis in Persian regions, particularly inhfian,

by undermining our national economy and social
framework and by dispersing our national, politieald
intellectual activists. Conversely, they began gienmg
natural resources of Azerbaijan, and transformea th
motherland of our nation into a prison, strippedoaf
rights and deprived of our language.
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In spite of all these events, our people resogobssive
resistance both in relation to our love of indepsrwt
and liberty as well as hatred towards the enemys Th
libertarian spirit sprang in 1952 and in 1987. Resdent
of the constitution movement, Azerbaijani Turkicopk
pioneered turning against the regime of Shah; pldke
lead role in the toppling the regime; but soon pmexd
the substance of new Islamic regimes and formed the
movement of “Popular Muslims” opposing the regime i
Tehran.Regrettably, this movement suffered a defeat
due to poor national ideology, emotional acts of au
people, a lack of strong national organization
dedicated to the forming and developing our nationla
demands, and mistakes of the left fronts of the
movement.

The fundamentalist Islamic regime, just replaced th
Shah regime and barely capable of governance,emppli
ruthlessly its colonial policy poised with animagsit
towards the Turkic Azerbaijani nation. This reactoy
regime not only determined to eradicate our languag
also assaulted whatever remained of our cultutgtoot
our customs towards harsh implementation of their
assimilation policies. Since the establishment lo¢ t
independence of Northern Azerbaijan, this policy of
animosity and terror was intensified.

The Islamist regime has resorted to the fragmentadf
Azerbaijani territories and seeding animosity and
divisions among the fragments; in other words puaigsu
the policy of “divide and rule.” Still in the gripf
colonial mentality of the Middle Ages and having
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transformed Islamism into an instrument, the regime
uprooting the very word of Azerbaijan and any cqtce
related to being Azerbaijani. Fearing of the relivathe
national consciousness of Turkic Azerbaijani and th
inherent self-perception, the regime is wiping olg
name of Azerbaijan from Azerbaijani territories and
encouraging tribalism.

A new era emerged in the world owing to a range of
event to the end of the 20century, including the
collapse of the Russian Empire. This may be refetoe

as the new era of national liberation movementsild&vh
this era was being established in the world, Sauathe
Azerbaijan was still in the coma of its darkesigstabut

the rays of liberty shone over Northern Azerbaijstiass
protests took off in 1988 until October 1,81991, at
which date the parliament of Northern Azerbaijan
proclaimed its independence. This was a testimoriiie
word of wisdom of Memmed Emin Resulzade: “A flag
raised once cannot be pulled down again.” At laste is

the opportunity to put an end to 70 years of Russtal
dictatorship and hegemony, a golden chapter was
inaugurated in the history of Azerbaijan. The
independence of Northern Azerbaijan also revivdét se
perception and national consciousness and transtbrm
the idea of one whole Azerbaijan into an issue. The
independence also caused joy and excitement among
Turkic nations.

Let us be reminded that in the course of 70 yeared
dictatorship and hegemony, our northern brotherd an
sisters suffered more than one million four hundred
thousand death; thus, this independence was nasgr e
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The collapse of soviet imperialism opened up new
possibilities for the peoples under its hegemonyde
their right of self-determination. Many peoples east
Europe and in the former Soviet Union have secthren
independence and others are fighting for it.

Like all hegemonies, Russians could not come tagewxith

the emerging reality. To reinstate their hegemamgy used

all their might to create conflicts within the foemSoviet
republics as well as among them. Clear examplésiofire
evident in the Caucasian countries including Narthe
Azerbaijan. They collaborated with Tehran in relatio the
problem of Azerbaijan and against Azerbaijan. Clear
evidences for this unholy pact include inciting arching

of Armenian Dashnags against Azerbaijanis by Moscow
and the support of Armenia by Tehran whilst claignin
Islamic solidarity with Islamic nations.

The Russians still regard Northern Azerbaijan atheir
own, much the same as the last 160 years. Theyrn@ave
intention of losing it so easily. Likewise, the akanists

of Tehran regarded Southern Azerbaijan as their
“inheritance from a father that they never hadgythoo
are not anticipating the loss of Southern Azerlpaija
However, history cannot be turned back. It is raxgible
anymore to prevent our national liberty and indejesce
movements. Sooner or later, Moscow and Tehran will
come to terms with this determination of historgday,
more than 40 million Turkic Azerbaijani nation is
waging its war of national liberation to determine
their destiny. This is a just war for the Azerbaijani
nation rising against the imposed humiliation,
exploitation and violation of all of their rights.
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The United Independent Azerbaijan Front (The Front)

Policies/long-term plans ‘

The Front will restore federalism in Azerbaijan arkis is
devolution to our past forms of governance to a enodutlook as
illustrated above and detailed in the Manifesto.e Tfederal
subdivision of Azerbaijan is shown below.
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The United Independent Azerbaijan Front (The Front)

The tide has turned in Southern Azerbaijan agagwsonial

mentality of Iranian hegemony over our motherlaksia general
rule, colonial powers do not feel obliged to thesices of their
subjugated colonies and this is also true in tlse cd regimes in
Tehran. Thus, guided by democratic principles, Fnent is to
facilitate the cessation of Southern Azerbaijamfican.

The model of cessation of the Czech and Slovak Begsuwill

be promoted in the first place through direct negans or by
inputs from international institutions includingetUN to prevent
bloodshed. As recorded in our Draft Constitutidme Eront is not
contented with any bloodshed. However, if the reginm Tehran
fail to oblige in this civilized manner and are ua#id with
continuing their policy of enslaving Southern Azajanis, then
the people of Azerbaijan will not be responsibler fihe
consequences. The Front will be engaged in ouggteutoward
our independence and sovereignty. Our people wiluee our
independence and sovereignty at any price.

The people of Azerbaijan and our popular movemeata&ither
entertained with the ideologists of regimes of Bahmor allured
with these colonialists anymore, nor with theirrfeated theories
and nor with their falsified histories.

The Front strives to establish a civil society inefbaijan based
on social freedom and democracy and uphold the Wbr€rs.
Founding principles of the Front include secularisand
pluralism and therefore opposes dictatorship. Tleattholds that
the state and the nation are not separate inetigjtibut the state
is empowered to protect democracy and freedom. Idb a
condemns torture and death penalty and seeks ¢gusafl the
citizens through proclaiming their rights.



